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Editorial 


2013: THE YEAR WHEN VIGILANCE 
WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


By Gerry Gable 


IT'S ALWAYS HEARTENING to record 
the trials and tribulations of the far 
right and without a doubt 2012 has 
been a year of misfortune for them. 
Antifascism has grown in confronting 
both the high profile groups of the far 
right, such as the English Defence 
League, and some of its even more 
violent splinters such as the Casuals 
and Infidels. As part of the antifascist 
movement we have helped put boots 
onto the streets against the fascists 
and many people have come out for 
the first time or after a long gap in 
activity. Victories have been won in 
places ranging from Brighton to 
Luton, Waltham Forest twice, 
Norwich, Liverpool and Glasgow. 
The fight against fascism, racism and 
Isamophobia in the communities is 
being carried on effectively through 
the “We are" movements, such as 
“We are Waltham Forest”, that are 
forming around the country. 

In London the British National Party 
has all but disappeared and struggles 
to find even a handful of thugs to put 
out the party's sick leaflets. The party 
survives nationally but, with a 
reduced fee paying membership, has 
to rely on dying fascists to leave 
legacies to the party in their wills. 

The National Front Remembrance 
Sunday event produces only a 
shadow of its former self in terms of 
numbers and has to be bolstered by 
the Racial Volunteer Force, which 


should be illegal, a smattering of 
supporters from lesser known British 
groups, and some overseas Nazis. 

As well as monitoring the activities 
of the various far-right political 
parties, we have continued to focus 
on the private meetings of the New 
Right Group, lonia London Forum 
and David Irving's infrequent forays 
into Britain. 

We stood by the core antifascist No 
Platform policy at Conway Hall and 
Cambridge University by deploying 
the intelligence we gathered from our 
moles operating under cover inside 
the far right and sharing it with the 
most active parts of the antifascist 
movement, trade unions and National 
Union of Students. 

As you will read in our review of the 
UK far right in this month's magazine, 
we have also paid attention to the 
world of ultra-Toryism and the quasi 
patriots to expose their links with 
fascists and national socialists. This 
work is being done through the use 
of live sources with only a part of the 
information coming from open 
sources such as websites, Facebook 
and Twitter. 

A new threat will come from the 
British Democratic Party, which has 
held meetings in various parts of the 
country before its national launch 
next month. Let's stand together to 
give them a warm antifascist 
welcome in 2013. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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Shifting sands 


At the start of 2013, we are devoting a large part of this month's magazine to a review of 
the state of the far right in Britain. In these first four pages, Sonia Gable looks at the British 
National Party, British Freedom Party, Britain First, National Front, English Defence League 
and the gestation of the British Democratic Party. 


British National Party 


A year ago | wrote in Searchlight that it was tempting to 
write off the BNP — indeed many people were already 
doing so — but it was too early to consign the party to 
history. At that time the BNP had just come through a 
turbulent period during which many of its officers and 
activists departed and the party was submerged in debt 
as a result of its leaders’ profligacy and incompetent 
financial management. 

Since then the BNP has largely stabilised and turned 
around its financial situation, the result partly of a few 
deaths of loyal members who had more money than 
sense or lacked relations and friends to leave it to. In 2012 
they included Brian Mincherton from whom the BNP 
received £35,000 in September, Albert Edward Starmore — 
£100,000 in June, and Edward Hart —- £28,736.97 in 
February. There is probably more to come from Starmore’s 
estate, and donations for the last quarter of 2012 have 
not yet been published. 

Even before these bequests, the BNP had greatly 
improved its balance sheet and its accounting processes. 
The 2011 accounts were delivered on time, with a clean 
bill of health from the auditors and the first profit since 
2004: £214,473 compared to a loss of over £400,000 in 
2010. The profit, which included £47,737 of legacy income 
(a sum that appears to include at least part of Hart's 
bequest), would have been even larger had it not been for 
legal fees of £49,749, and £36,039 described as “under 
provisions in 2010 accounts”, most likely more legal fees. 
That's on top of the £85,562 of legal fees actually in the 
2010 accounts. The legal costs are mostly the 
consequences of Griffin's long drawn out battle with the 
Equalities and Human Rights Commission over the party's 
racist constitution and other Griffin recklessness. 

The 2011 profit was the result of ruthless cutting of the 
BNP's staffing and administration costs by Clive Jefferson, 
the BNP's treasurer and was achieved despite a fall in 
donations from £818,433 in 2010 to £299,276 in 2011. 

It left the BNP still in the red at the end of 2011, but on 
track to achieving solvency by the end of 2012 or 2013. 

Griffin seems determined not to repeat his past errors. 
He claims that the party will not run campaigns “on credit" 
nor “dip into money put aside for other things,” adding in 
an email on 25 November 2012: “If the money doesn't 
come in, nothing will happen. That's the frank truth.” 


Although the BNP is unlikely to collapse, it has not 
restored its electoral fortunes. The party made much of 
Marlene Guest's result in the Rotherham parliamentary 
by-election on 29 November, pointing out that it was the 
first time the BNP had come third in any parliamentary 
by-election. Her 8.4% was respectable, considering the 
strong showing for the UK Independence Party, which 
competes directly with the BNP and came second with 
21.7%. However the party's results in the three other 
Parliamentary by-elections it contested in November were 
pathetic, giving the lie to Jefferson's claim on 2 December 
that: “We have shown that our new electoral strategy is 
working as promised”. 

Council by-election results were poor throughout 2012, 
and the party contested far fewer of them. The BNP is so 
desperate to show it has some support that it spins 
outrageously wherever possible. “Great result for Pete 
Molloy" was the headline on the BNP website's report on 
13 January 2013 of a council by-election in which Molloy 
polled 26.2%. It took careful reading of a longish article to 
discern that what Molloy had done was come second in a 
two-horse race with a very low turnout, in which Labour 
polled 73.8%, and that it was a town council, the lowest 
tier of local government, not a district or borough council. 

Nevertheless the BNP is not giving up on the ballot box. 
Griffin has announced that he and other national officers 
will be speaking at meetings around the country in 
February to build support for the party's effort in the 
elections on 2 May for 27 English county councils and eight 
English and one Welsh unitary authorities. “It's essential 
that we pull together to stand in areas where we're not 
expected,” said Alwyn Deacon the party's elections officer. 
“We need as many candidates as possible to prove for 
good that the BNP is back.” 

The party has no expectation of winning seats. “Getting 
the campaign off to a flying start will boost the number of 
places where we beat the LibDems, which is a really 
important target for us, because they're really vulnerable,” 
explained Deacon. 

Elections present a dilemma for the BNP. It can hardly be 
taken seriously as a political party without an electoral 
presence. But it is more difficult for a fascist party to do 
well when Labour is in opposition and able to attract 
working class votes: indeed the BNP's electoral successes 
from 2002 onwards all occurred under a Labour 
government. A further factor is the recent rise of UKIP, 
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BNP activists in Skegness protest against a halal abattoir 


which is providing a less disreputable home than the BNP 
for anti-immigration and anti-Muslim sentiment. Although 
participating in elections shows the BNP is still around, 
constant poor results put a stamp on its fringe status. 

Because of these factors the BNP is placing growing 
emphasis on non-electoral campaigns. In January this year 
a handful of BNP activists collected signatures against 
proposed car parking charges at a Harold Hill, east London, 
shopping precinct in an attempt to make out they cared 
about people's concerns, and in Barking and Dagenham the 
BNP campaigned for the removal of a temporary marquee 
on a former pub site used for weddings. Would it be 
uncharitable to think the BNP was motivated by the 
proprietor being called Gulzer Ahmed Chowdury? 

More typical for the Islamophobic party is its current 
campaign against a halal abattoir in Skegness. Somehow its 
claim to be concerned about animal welfare sounds less 
than convincing. 

Naturally the BNP has tried to win support for its 
campaign over what it calls “Muslim grooming gangs". For 
some reason Adam Walker, the BNP’s national organiser, 
expected to receive a reply from the head teacher at 
Whitworth Park School in Spennymoor, Co Durham, to his 
offer to supply BNP leaflets on the issue that “could be 
used in assemblies or as part of PSHCE lessons". He didn't. 
Walker described himself as a parent whose children will 
attend the school. Let's hope their citizenship studies will 
give the unfortunate youngsters a better grounding for life 
than they are getting from their father. 

Another school in the North East refused a BNP donation 
of £100, matched by £100 from a BNP parent, to pay for 
“flags and bunting for the school to be used on St George's 
Days and for any other future English events”. The 
unnamed parent complained the rejection was “political”. 
So it should be. 

One problem that taxed the BNP throughout last year 
was its rivals on the far right, notably the English Defence 
League. Initially the BNP proscribed the EDL, its usual 
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reaction to rival groups that pose a threat, though that had 
little effect and some activists maintained links with both 
groups. Then Griffin tried to court the EDL’s supporters, 
describing them as “sincere” in their “deep concern with 
how we are losing our country”, while attacking the EDL 
leadership's links with certain ultra-right US Neo-Cons and 
Zionists. 

The EDL threat has largely dissipated but the new threat 
presented by UKIP will be much harder for the BNP to beat. 

One of Griffin's continuing aims, before and since his 
election as an MEP in 2009, has been to build links with 
similar parties in Europe. He played a prominent role in the 
formation of the Alliance of European National Movements 
(AENM) and was a key speaker at its conference in Wirral 
on 24 July, which attracted over 100 delegates from several 
European countries and resolved to set up a Nationalist 
Media Network. Nothing much has been heard from this 
network and its Wordpress blog has been suspended for a 
violation of its terms of service. 

Has Griffin lost interest? Or has the AENM ditched him? 
A two-day congress of the AENM in Hungary over the 


Bruno Gollnisch (second from right) tells the Alliance of European National 
Movement conference that cooperation will help European nationalists to make big 
gains at the 2014 elections 


weekend of 20-21 October brought together “ten 
nationalist movements from Poland, France, Belgium, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Sweden and Hungary 
(Japan as an observer)", according to a Hungarian report, 
which added that the meeting reelected the leadership 
including its head, Bruno Gollnisch, the French National 
Front MEP. The conference was clearly important so where 
was the BNP? 

Compared to its far-right rivals, what the BNP has going 
for it are voter recognition, an MEP, money (its turnover is 
several times that of its rivals) and membership — despite 
departures the party still claimed 7,681 members at the end 
of 2011. But the BNP does not have enough activists for 
the sustained effort needed to win elections, its leader is 
widely derided and it lacks political momentum. The BNP 
has not gone away, but currently it isn't going anywhere. 


British Freedom Party 


The British Freedom Party's biggest moment came last 
November when its candidate, Kevin Carroll, polled 
10.3% in the police and crime commissioner election in 
Bedfordshire. The party described the result as “historic” 
and a good basis for contesting parliamentary elections in 
the county. Before that, the only elections it contested 
were in May 2012 when its six candidates averaged 51 
votes each, 

It is said that pride comes before a fall, and the BFP's 
fall could not have come faster. On 11 December the 
Electoral Commission deregistered the party, after it failed 
to submit an annual registration form and payment of £25. 
As at mid-January it remains deregistered, which means it 
cannot fight elections. 

On 3 January its leader Paul Weston resigned, explaining 
he wanted to spend his time writing “a book about the 


current dire state of Britain". His deputy, Kevin Carroll, 
who doubles as joint leader of the English Defence League, 
stepped up into the role. No surprise that the party does 
not hold internal elections. 

Nine days later Carroll was arrested in Luton by police 
investigating allegations that he posted a message on 
Facebook that was intended or was likely to incite racial 
hatred. He has been bailed with a condition that he signs 
on at the police station twice a week. 

A report on the BFP website states that the words Carroll 
posted were: “They are all backward savages, a devil- 
spawned death-cult worshipping all that is unholy and 
barbaric. Pure evil." The report did not say who the targets 
of Carroll's abuse were: clearly its Islamophobic readers 
did not need telling. 

Writing about the party's prospects for 2013, Michael 
Wood, the BFP's administrator, is sensibly modest. “I feel 
that specifically targeted elections are the way forward for 
British Freedom in 2013, no paper candidates and no 
campaigns in areas where we're likely to come up against 
fellow patriotic parties (not yet), potential supporters will 
appreciate this stance, because there is a lot of sensitivity 
around the ‘splitting the vote’ issue.” The regained £5,000 
deposit from the police commissioner election would go 
towards financing the next (unspecified) round of elections, 
he added. That's if the party finds out how to re-register. 

Wood claims over 1,000 members including “members 
who joined up under the free membership scheme and the 
armed forces membership scheme”. At the end of 2011 
there were 449 according to its accounts. Its total income in 
2011 was £2,418.38. Wood described its financial position 
as “modest” — near invisible might be more accurate. 

Missing from Wood's review was any reference to the 
EDL. At the beginning of 2012 the BFP and EDL 
announced an alliance and the two EDL leaders, Carroll and 


Some of the delegates at the Dartford meeting that discussed the formation of a new street protest movement 
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his cousin Stephen Lennon, became deputy leaders of the 
BFP. Carroll still straddles both groups but Lennon resigned 
ostensibly to devote himself to rebuilding the EDL, though 
shielding the BFP from the consequences of the various 
charges he faced was a likely motive too. The alliance led to 
some people, though not us, predicting that the BFP was 
on the verge of overtaking the BNP. Now that the EDL has 
pretty much collapsed, it is back to the edge of the fringe 
for the BFP, to take its place among the rest of the 
groupuscules and non-entities on the far right. 


Britain First 


After starting life as a campaign group, which it said was 
more effective than a party, Britain First announced on 
18 September 2012 that it had become a “fully fledged 
political party”. So far it has not fought any elections. 

Its chairman remains Paul Golding, with Andy McBride as 
deputy. Both are described on the Britain First website as 
former office-holders in “a patriotic political party". Would 
it stick in the craw for them to admit it was the BNP? The 
party now has a “social media coordinator" (Wayne 
Morris) who handles “Britain First's presence on important 
social networking platforms”, presumably a man who 
knows how to tweet. 

However the best known Britain First officer is its 
administration manager Jim Dowson, the former BNP 
fundraiser who raised hundreds of thousands of pounds for 
the BNP until he parted company acrimoniously with Nick 
Griffin in autumn 2010, leaving it with huge debts. Dowson 
is currently busy in Belfast helping to stir up loyalists to 
protest against the democratic decision by Belfast council 
to fly the Union Flag at Belfast City Hall only on 20 days a 
year, and keenly boosting his own profile, and income, in 
the process. Golding has also visited Belfast for the protests. 

Other Britain First campaigns centre on deporting Abu 
Qatada, “Muslim grooming" (no surprise there) and the 
withdrawal of British troops from Afghanistan. 

Most recently, on 13 January, Britain First held a meeting 
in Dartford, Kent, with representatives of the EDL, English 
Democrats and the South East Alliance, a newly formed 
group led by Paul Pitt, the EDL's former Essex organiser. 
According to a report on the Britain First website, they 
met “in a spirit of unity, friendship and reconciliation" to 
discuss “the disintegrating situation in the street protest 
movement and were unanimous in their resolve to salvage 
the situation and start again". 

In other words, they are looking to replace the EDL, 
though it is difficult to imagine the likes of Robin Tilbrook, 
solicitor and English Democrats leader, marching against 
Islam in the face of determined community opposition 
wherever they show their faces. Speaking at the University 
of Nottingham at the invitation of the academic Matthew 
Goodwin is more his scene. 


National Front 


The National Front, Britain's longest running far-right party, 
continues to exist in pockets of the country, such as 
Aberdeen and Essex, though “exist” is about the most that 
can be said. Kevin Bryan, the party's deputy leader wrote in 
December: “2012 has been a good year for the National 
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Front, membership has doubled and our election results 
have been the best in more than a decade. ... And of 
course there were large numbers on the annual 
Remembrance Day parade." 

Those “large numbers” were about 150, which 
admittedly is better than some years. Not all were NF 
members. As for elections, Richard Edmonds's 0.7% in 
the Croydon North parliamentary by-election can hardly 
be described as worth the effort and the loss of a £500 
deposit. Membership at the end of 2011 was about 400. 

The NF, led by the lacklustre lan Edward, remains openly 
fascist and will never do any better than bump along the 
bottom of the pond. Edmonds, a veteran fascist and former 
BNP member, is the only activist with much of a profile on 
the far right and he could well depart for the new British 
Democratic Party, in the formation of which he has played 
a major role. 


British Democratic Party 


Although the British Democratic Party was registered with 
the Electoral Commission in May 2011, it will only be 
launched nationally in February. Officially its leader is 
Adrian Davies, the far-right barrister, but Kevin Scott, a 
former BNP organiser based in the North East, has been 
put forward as its chairman. The deputy chairmen will be 
Andrew Moffat, who was once David Irving's political 
secretary, and Ken Booth, a former BNP regional organiser 
for the North East. A number of regional meetings were 
held at the end of 2012 to build support for the launch. 

Its president is Andrew Brons, MEP. Elected to the 
European Parliament in 2009 as a BNP member, he has 
long been at loggerheads with Nick Griffin, his fellow BNP 
MEP, and finally quit the party last October. Former BNP 
activists opposed to Griffin had been urging him for over a 
year to form a new party, but he had resisted, saying the 
time was not yet right. 

The BDP will be hard pressed to shine out from among 
its many rivals. Its activists will expect early results and a 
good showing in the European election, now less than 17 
months away. They will be disappointed. 


English Defence League 


With its leader, Stephen Lennon, aka Tommy Robinson, aka 
Paul Harris, now serving a ten-month prison sentence for 
travelling to the USA on a passport in yet another name, 
the EDL has largely fallen apart, though it continues to hold 
small, often violent demonstrations against opposition from 
the communities where they take their hatred for all things 
Islam. Several EDL activists have been convicted for 
offences committed on their various protests, most recently 
three men who admitted threatening behaviour or racially 
aggravated harassment on an EDL activity in Walsall in 
September and seven who were convicted of causing 
trouble in Dewsbury and Heckmondwike last March. 

The EDL's travelling circus has not yet given up, with 
plans in hand for a “huge rally” in Manchester on 2 March. 
But there is little life left in the EDL, the result of 
determined antifascist opposition from the outset, the inner 
tensions that characterise most fascist outfits in Britain and 
the inability of its activists to keep out of the courts. 
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re fringe 


In this section of our review of Britain's far right, Lee Marshall examines the would-be 
terrorists and revolutionaries largely driven by Nazi ideology and violence. These 
organisations often have short lives because of infighting resulting in splits. Some have 
collapsed in the past following the conviction of leading members for hate crimes and in one 


instance murder. 


British Movement 


British Movement was founded by the diehard Nazi Colin 
Jordan in 1968 but by 1975 was being run by Michael 
McLaughlin. 

McLaughlin, who in the mid-2000s reappeared as a 
writer in Liverpool using the name Michael Walsh, wound 
up the British movement in 1983. The reason was that he 
had been taken in by Searchlight mole Ray Hill. Hill 
instigated his own dismissal from the party and then 
splintered off more than half the members, mainly the 
younger ones, into a series of fascist and Nazi groups. 
Meanwhile Hill moved into an organisation called the 
British Democratic Party based in Leicester to continue his 
undercover work, which led to a World in Action television 
exposé and the BDP's collapse. Hill then started legal 
proceedings against McLaughlin which ended up 
bankrupting the BM, by which time Hill had his feet under 
the top table in the newly formed British National Party. 

This was, however, not the end of BM, and in 1984 it 
was relaunched under the leadership of Stephen Frost, one 
of only a handful of British and international Nazis who 
won Jordan's trust. Over the years Jordan closed the doors 
of his two homes in Yorkshire and his later home in the 
Scottish highlands to everybody, including his old comrade 
John Tyndall, Jordan's deputy in the National Socialist 
Movement, a predecessor of BM. When some of Jordan's 
ideological writings were declared illegal in the UK, it was 
Frost who stepped in and arranged for Danish Nazis and 
friends in the USA to publish them. 

Starting in the 1990s Jordan came out of his retirement to 
make a series of sound and video recordings and, through 
his duplicated publication Gothic Ripples and two hate 
novels set in the near future about the overthrow of 
democracy in Britain, began to pull together admirers in the 
UK and further afield. Jordan took the name Gothic Ripples 
from the publication of his political mentor Arnold Leese, 
the founder of the pre-war Imperial Fascist League. Leese 
had advocated killing Jews in gas chambers as far back as 
1928 and served time for assisting escaped SS prisoners of 
war. 

BM is an extremely violent, antisemitic, neo-Nazi and 
white supremacist organisation which has a mortal fear of 
the mythical Zionist Occupation Government (ZOG). It has 
perennially been an active force on the neo-Nazi far right, 
though its numbers have dwindled over the past two 
decades. They class themselves as a movement rather than 


a party and do not participate in the electoral process, as 
they see elections as part of a rigged political system. 

Frost's small but dedicated group of followers have 
recently begun to emerge from the underground and BM 
stickers have been seen in cities in the north, including 
Preston and Liverpool. Frost spoke at this year's John 
Tyndall memorial meeting on 13 October in Preston. 

More importantly he has played a role in the meetings to 
bring about the new British Democratic Party under the 
leadership of Andrew Brons, the former British National 
Party MEP. 

A potential youth wing to the movement is emerging. 
Calling itself Young Wolf, it is based on the Hitler Youth 
and purports to be open to children aged 14 to 18. 
Presumably they will move on to the BM's security unit, the 
one-time much feared “Leader Guard”. 

British Movement has close links to the National Front, 
British National Party and even English Democratic Party. 


Combined Ex-Forces 


CxF are a recent formation in the UK extreme right, 
catering for past, present and future members of the armed 
forces. 

A splinter group from the English Defence League, they 
have strong links to the North West and North East Infidels. 

One of their main activists, Michael Rafferty, is known to 
be a senior leader in the EDL, though this tie may have 
been severed after Rafferty's recent criticism of the EDL and 
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its leader Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, aka Tommy Robinson. 

They are part of the plethora of anti-Jihadist groups that 
have emerged throughout the UK over the past few years. 
They are a street fighting movement rather than a political 
organisation and try to impose their will through 
intimidation and violence. 

One of their members, Mike Mossley, was recently 
photographed wearing a Nazi Swastika t-shirt in a 
children's arcade and another member, Paul James, aka 
Paul Walsh, was found to be an army deserter. 

The CxF began to gain prominence this year through 
their attendance at demonstrations outside court cases 
involving Asian men accused of paedophilia. It is interesting 
to note here that ten per cent of this relatively small group 
have a history of involvement with child pornography. This 
includes their Deeside Division leader Matthew Stephen 
Raymond Woodward, who has been charged with 15 
counts of level one child pornography offences and one 
level four child pornography offence. 

They have a relatively small membership base of about 
20 to 30 members. 


Racial Volunteer Force 


The Racial Volunteer Force was formed in 2002 by Mark 
Atkinson, formerly of the terrorist group Combat 18, and 
John Hill, an Oldham based activist. They have affiliated 
groups in many European countries, America and Australia. 
A subversive, national socialist organisation who espouse 
direct action and white revolution, they strongly believe in 
white supremacy, segregation and Nazism. They are openly 
neo-Nazi and view the Jewish population as their main 
enemy. 

They once had strong links to Combat 18 in the UK and 
Europe and currently are connected with the National Front 
and the far-right paramilitary British Freedom Fighters. 
They also have made serious contact with at least one 
Dutch Nazi group with extremist Muslim connections. 

Five of their members, including Mark Atkinson and John 
Hill, were sentenced to between one and five years in 
prison in 2005 for attempting to incite racial hatred through 
their magazine Stormer. 

In summer 2012 they staged a unity gig in remembrance 
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of members of the neo-Nazi band Violent Storm who died 
in a car crash in 1992. They have also just released the 
fourth edition of their international newsletter. 

They strongly oppose the English Defence league (EDL), 
and view them as an anti-Nazi Zionist organisation that was 
set up by the state to gather intelligence on national 
socialists and nationalists in the UK, or as a attempt to draw 
out young British Muslim extremists. 

They have a membership base of about 80-100. 


Blood and Honour 


Blood and Honour formed in 1987 as a reaction to the 
white noise music scene of the time, which they felt was 
being run by profiteers not true racial purists. 

The name Blood and Honour stems from the lan Stuart 
Donaldson song of the same name. lan Stuart was the 
infamous neo-Nazi front-man of the band Skrewdriver and 
since his death in 1993 has been held up as a God-like 
figure in the white power music scene. Blood and Honour 
was set up as an umbrella music organisation that 
welcomed all those on the extreme right. It would not push 
any particular party agendas but instead espouse 
generalised neo-Nazi, nationalist, white supremacist and 
national socialist concepts in its quarterly magazine. Last 
year saw the release of the 46th edition of the Blood and 
Honour magazine. 

Also in 2012, other groups, such as the UK “chapter” of 
the Volksfront, the Racial Volunteer Force, the British 
Freedom Fighters and the Pirates, attempted to muscle in 
on the Blood and Honour music scene, but this threat has 
since dissipated due to infighting between the musical and 
political wings of these groups. 

Blood and Honour have links to numerous extreme-right 
groups, such as the League of St George and British 
Movement. Their next gig will be on 26 January 2013 in 
London. 

A leak of the Blood and Honour membership list at the 
beginning of 2012 put their numbers at 100 to 200. 


However this was membership in 2006 to 2007, so how 
reliable this is currently is hard to gauge. There is some 
overlap with the British section of the Hammerskins, the 
international youth movement set up by the Italian 
millionaire fascist politician and convicted terrorist Roberto 
Fiore. 


The League of St George 


The League of St George was formed in 1974 by former 
members of Sir Oswald Mosley's Union Movement, itself 
the successor to the British Union of Fascists. Its main aim 
was to carry on promoting Mosley's concept of ‘Europe a 
Nation’ and fascism. Members were recruited by invitation 
only on the basis of what they could offer the organisation. 

Many of its followers, who included some wealthy 
business persons, soon departed and today the League is a 
handful of people fronted by Keith Thompson who has run 
it since its earliest days. Thompson publishes League 
Review, an ideological journal that in the 1980s gave Colin 
Jordan, the late founder of the National Socialist 
Movement, space to expound his twin track approach to 
political activity, an approach that bore similarities to the 
Provisional IRA's ballot box and bombs policy. The League 
also produces an irregular tatty publication called Target 
which attacks antifascists, especially Searchlight because of 
its successes in the forefront of damaging far-right 
organisations. 

Taking its name from the Legion of St George, the 
wartime SS unit of British traitors, the League enjoyed 
connections with surviving Nazis in Europe such as the 
Belgian Léon Degrelle. In 1996 the League was 
instrumental in facilitating the recruitment of European 
mercenaries by a South African white supremacist 


organisation that planned to assassinate Nelson Mandela. 

The League does not take part in electoral politics and 
always saw itself as a kind of national socialist freemasonry, 
using its unique appeal to lobby ultra nationalist parties in 
Britain, Europe and the rest of the world. 

Alongside the League, Thompson runs Steven Books, 
which offers fascist material, such as Mein Kampf, and 
some texts that are difficult to find elsewhere, including 
reprints of pre-war fascist and Nazi pamphlets which have 
become a money spinner for Thompson. 

The League has strong links with the National Front, 
Blood and Honour, the Nationalist Alliance, the British 
People's Party and the Historical Review Press. 


The Infidels 


The Infidels split off from the English Defence League. 
There are two separate factions, the North West Infidels 
and the North East Infidels. 

The North West Infidels are headed by John ‘Snowy’ 
Shaw, a vile racist who in June 2012 was found guilty of 
animal cruelty. Shaw had allowed five llamas to die of 
starvation on his property. In court Shaw pleaded poverty 
as the reason why he could not feed his llamas, but this is 
hard to believe when one hears how he travels the country 
most weekends to small pointless demonstrations and is 
usually party to a large drinking binge afterwards; and his 
frequent visits to Northern Ireland. This joker even had the 
audacity to say that he was a campaigner for animal rights, 
when he protested against halal slaughter. 

The North East Infidels have had problems as well 
recently due to one of their main organisers, Paul Duffy, 
being arrested and charged with firearm offences. At the 
time of writing, Duffy is remanded in HMP Durham 
awaiting trial. 

Both infidel groups pursue the same Islamophobic 
agenda set out by their parent organisation the EDL. They 
have held demonstrations in Rotherham, Glasgow and 
Sunderland, and can always be seen with anti-Muslim 
banners. Unlike the EDL though, they do not proscribe 
association with neo-Nazi organisations, such as the 
National Front and British National Party, and would appear 
more at home with the fascist agendas espoused by these 
groups. They have also been seen with a banner that 
references the Nazi “14 words" slogan coined by David 
Lane, a member of the white separatist group The Order. 
They have strong links to Loyalist groups, another area of 
the political spectrum ostensible avoided by the EDL. 

The current membership for the Infidels is around 200. 
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The Casuals 


The Casuals or EDL Casuals were set up by the ageing 
football hooligan Jeff Marsh, former leader of the neo-Nazi 
Welsh Defence League, in 2009. The group acts as an 
umbrella organisation for football hooligans to come 
together and fight the supposed ‘Jihadist’ threat. In reality 
they are a violent racist coalition of thugs with very strong 
links to the EDL. 

They are a street fighting movement who believe direct 
action will change the minds of the political elite. 

In September 2012 the Casuals got into a bit of bother 
over comments made by a 17-year-old blogger, Zoe Marsh, 
which ridiculed people with disabilities and insulted the 
LGBT community. This did not go down well with the 
already fractured EDL LGBT division. 

They currently have a membership of about 200. 
(However as with many of these groups on the margins of 
political life, their members often hold membership of two 
or three organisations at the same time.) 


The British People's Party 


The British People's Party (BPP) are an ultra-nationalist, 
white separatist, neo-Nazi organisation who believe fully in 
the “14 words" of David Lane — “we must secure the 
existence of our people and a future for white children” — 
and regard all Jews as their mortal enemy, especially the 
mythical Zionist Occupation Government (ZOG). 

They were formed in September 2005 by veteran Nazis 
Eddy Morrison, the late John Wood and Kevin Watmough, 
who has close links to the Nazi Redwatch website. 

Morrison is one of the most ubiquitous Nazi activists of 
the past 40 years, having joined just about every far-right 
group around. Plagued by alcohol and drugs addictions, he 
has also been thrown out of almost everything he has 
joined and has gone on to set up his own groups from his 
home base in Leeds. 

He has good computer skills and ran a stall and shop in 
Yorkshire during a sober period. These days he is close to 
the Heretical Press, run by Simon Sheppard also from 
Yorkshire. Sheppard has served three prison sentences in 
the Netherlands and the UK. Before one trial Sheppard 
jumped bail and fled to the USA. A woman-hating Nazi 
with a strange interest in cannibalism, Sheppard is viewed 
by many as a ticking time bomb. 

Morrison and his handful of fellow inadequates regard 
the late Nazi leader Colin Jordan as their spiritual leader, 
and reproduce a quote by another dead British Nazi leader, 
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John Tyndall, on their website: “The day that our followers 
lose their ability to hate will be the day that they lose their 
power and their will to achieve anything worthwhile at all”. 

They see themselves as a movement rather than a group 
and one of their main aims, alongside repatriation, is to 
unify all true white nationalist groups in the UK. 

They have a plethora of links to other extreme -right 
groups such as the Anti-Zionist League, England First Party, 
Historical Review Press, League of St George and 
Redwatch. 

They have a current membership of about 50. 


Redwatch 


Redwatch is a Nazi website that compiles pictures, names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of anti-racists and anti- 
fascists. It started out as a printed bulletin in the 1990s, 
published by the terrorist group Combat 18, and was 
transposed into digital form several years ago. 

Several Nazis help keep this site afloat with the addition 
of new pictures, numbers and addresses. Some of the main 
people responsible are Kevin Watmough, (formally of 
Combat 18 and now affiliated to a number of extreme- 
right groups such as the British People's Party), Tony White 
(affiliated to the National Front, British People's Party and 
Racial Volunteer Force) and his wife Carol White. 

Redwatch has close links to neo-Nazi groups such as the 
National Front, British People's Party and Racial Volunteer 
Force. 


Stormfront 


Stormfront began as a bulletin board for white nationalist 
David Duke's attempt to become the US Senator for 
Louisiana and was taken over by Don Black, a former 
Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Stormfront has been open'to the public for nearly two 
decades. When introduced in 1995 it was the first website 
to be openly associated with white supremacy. 


It has been very influential in Europe as well as the USA. 
In 2002 Google attempted to remove Stormfront from its 
French and German indexes to comply with German and 
French legislation against websites that promoted white 
supremacy and Holocaust denial. In Italy in 2012 the police 
blocked the site after it was allegedly found to be hosting 
Italian members who were thought to be inciting racial 
hatred and spreading antisemitic messages. 

Stormfront is a neo-Nazi organisation that promotes 
white supremacy, segregation, antisemitism and Nazi 
mythology. They not only target racist adults but also have 
sections aimed at ‘educating’ children. They use a Celtic 
cross as their symbol surrounded by the words “White 
Pride World Wide". 

In 2005 the number of registered users was put at 
52,500. The recent re-election of Barack Obama resulted in 
the site gaining around 2,000 new members. 

Stormfront has close links with the British far right 
including the British National Party and National Front. 


Historical Review Press 


The Historical Review Press was started by Anthony (Tony) 
Hancock in the late 1970s. Hancock was a known 
Holocaust denier and has published work by another 
famous Holocaust denier, David Irving, to whom he was 
close. Hancock followed in the footsteps of his father, Alan, 
a pre-war supporter of Oswald Mosley's Blackshirts, who 
ran a printing press producing racist and Holocaust denial 
material that received some financial support from the 
South African apartheid regime. 

Before starting the Historical Review Press, Hancock was 
active in many fascist and neo-Nazi organisations such as 


the Racial Preservation Society, League of St George, 
National Front and British Movement. Up to his death in 
June 2012 he was a very important link between British 
Nazis and hardliners around the world and sheltered on- 
the-run European Nazi criminals. 

From his print shop in Uckfield, near Brighton, Hancock 
was a prolific publisher of material that appealed to many 
activists on the extreme right, ranging from white 
supremacy to Nazi ideology, antisemitism and glorified 
fascism. He also distributed US military bomb manuals and 
other terrorist aides. 

Since Hancock's death the Historical Review Press has 
been run by a consortium led by Jeremy Bedford-Turner, a 
former soldier and the organiser of the new right group 
lona; Michael Easter, a retired businessman and long-time 
influential figure behind the scenes living in Kent; and Paul 
Ballard, a well known Nazi and former promoter of the 
Surrey Border Front and BNP activist. Ballard was charged, 
alongside Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, with publishing or 
distributing racially inflammatory written material in issue 
12 of a BNP magazine, The Rune, published in 1996. 
Ballard pleaded guilty and received a six-month prison 
sentence suspended for two years. Griffin was convicted 
after standing trial and sentenced to nine months, likewise 
suspended. 


Historical Review Press 
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Ultra-right conservative and 
quasi-patriotic organisations 


active in Britain 


In this final section of our annual review of Britain's far right, Cato investigates a few of the 
ultra-right conservative groups that are mostly not fascist or Nazi though some individuals 


involved have fascist links or background. 


Bloomfield Books 
Founded 1970s as a publishing company and bookseller. 
Bloomfield Books distributes white supremacist, racist, 
antisemitic and Holocaust denial material, such as the 
Tsarist forgery The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion. 
The Sudbury, Suffolk-based mail order company acted as 
distributor for the now defunct British League of Rights 
(BLR) for many years. It uses the trading name Intelligence 
Publications UK. 

Director: Donald Arthur Martin (former National Director, 
British League of Rights; former chairman, South Suffolk 
branch, UK Independence Party) since the 1970s 


British Patriots Societ 


Founded June 2011 as a patriotic nationalist campaigning 
organisation. The BPS organised a march in London on 
20 August 2011. 
Co-founders: Sara R. Roocroft and David Roocroft 
www.britishpatriotssociety.info and 
www. facebook.com/britishpatriotssociety 


Conservative Monday Club 
Founded 1 January 1961 originally as the Monday Club, 
it adopted its present name in 1996. The Club is named 
after the day of the week of its lunchtime meetings at the 
house of its first chairman and represents the traditionalist 
right-wing of the Conservative Party. It rallied opposition to 
the new policy of decolonisation announced by 
Conservative Prime Minister Harold Macmillan in his ‘wind 
of change’ speech to the South African Parliament in Cape 
Town on 3 February 
. 1960. The Monday 
_ Club played a 
_ significant role in 
_ Conservative politics 
_ until the end of the 
1970s. It was initially 
_ preoccupied with 
ssues of law and 
order, race and 
immigration, and 
Rhodesia and South 
Africa. Since the 


second from right, with other members of the 
Monday Club executive, 1991 
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1980s the Club has been consistently opposed to Britain's 
membership of the EU. 

The Club's longstanding links with the Conservative Party 
were suspended on 18 October 2001 by lain Duncan Smith, 
the party leader at the time, because of its views on race and 
immigration. The Club advocated a policy of voluntary or 
financially assisted repatriation of ethnic minorities to their 
countries of ethnic origin. This policy was removed in August 
2001 from the Club's stated aims on its website after BBC's 
Radio 4's Today programme pointed out that it was the same 
as advocated by the British National Party. 

The Conservative Monday Club is run by an eight-strong 
Executive Council. 

Co-founders: Paul L. H. Bristol, lan Greig, Cedric 
Gunnery, Anthony Maclaren and Angus Nicol 

President: Viscount (John) Massereene and Ferrard 
(former Patron, Right Now! magazine, who is on record as 
saying: “If you say | am a racist, yes | certainly am and 
proud of it", The Observer, 26 January 1997), since 1981 

Chairman: Andrew Hunter (former Conservative MP, 
1983-2005 and Patron, Right Now! magazine) since 2008 

National Secretary: Andrew Grocock (activist, Democracy 
Movement), since early 2000s 

Other Executive Council members include: John Hocking, 
Barry R. Lenz (who has reportedly been associated with the 
antisemitic British League of Rights), Hon Denis Walker 
(former Rhodesian Cabinet minister who fled to Britain in 
1982) and Leo F. Walters (veteran anti-Marketeer and 
Powellite since the early 1960s) 

Publications: The Journal (irregular) and Club 
Comment newsletter 

Membership: 500 (Membership has declined 
considerably since the late 1980s. It reached a peak of 
nearly 10,000 members in 1971, including 35 Conservative 
MPs and 35 Peers) 

www.conservativeeu.com 


England is Ours 

Founded January 2011 as an English nationalist 
organisation. England Is Ours is anti-immigration and 
opposes multiculturalism. It is anti-Islamist and campaigns 
against the ‘Islamisation of Britain’ and the construction of 
new mosques. It advocates the Pioneer Little Europe 
concept of establishing autonomous white communities on 


the model in the Pacific North West of the United States. 
Milton-Keynes-based. 

Founder and Secretary: Barry Taylor (former member, 
British National Party, until 2007 and England First Party 
candidate in Milton Keynes at the 2008 local elections) 

www.englandisours.com 

Membership: 30 


English Democrats Party 

Founded 17 September 2002 

| by the merger of the English 

_ National Party (ENP), which 

_ had been founded in 1997 by 
» Robin Tilbrook, and several 
other small English nationalist 
parties, the English Democrats 
Party (EDP) is an English 
nationalist party which does 
not advocate independence for 
England. It campaigns for English self-government and the 
establishment of a devolved English Parliament within a 
renegotiated UK. The EDP aims to assert English 
consciousness and to preserve and promote English culture, 
heritage and national identity. It seeks to position itself as 
the English equivalent of the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
and Plaid Cymru (PC) in Wales. The party hopes to attract 
support ahead of the independence referendum in Scotland 
in autumn 2014. The EDP has never won a Westminster 
parliamentary seat at a general election or by-election in its 
11-year existence. 

The EDP absorbed the Reform-UK Party (founded in 
2000) on 1 January 2005 and the New England Party 
(founded in 2003) in February 2007. It has sought to 
establish common ground with other small parties since 
2004. The EDP has tried in vain since 2010 to unite the 
disparate English nationalist parties and campaigning 
organisations in the so-called ‘English Movement’. In the 
run up to the 2010 general election the EDP approached 
other fringe parties, including the UK Independence Party, 
in order to establish electoral pacts, which did not 
materialise. There has been an infusion of former BNP 
members into the EDP since 2010. Despite this influx the 
party's membership has not risen much above 3,000. 

The EDP advocates Britain's withdrawal from the EU 
foriginally, unless a fundamental renegotiation of Britain's 
relationship with the EU could be achieved. The EDP 
adopted a tougher stance on the EU at its EGM in Leeds on 
18 March 2006, when it agreed to campaign for a 
referendum on Britain's continued membership of the EU, 
including the option of withdrawal]. The EDP co-founded 
the English Lobby in April 2004, together with the far-right 
Freedom Party (now defunct) and Third Way (which has 
since become the National Liberal Party), as a cross-party 
loose umbrella lobby organisation to defend and promote 
English culture, values and national identity and the national 
interests of the ethnic English community. The Freedom Party 
and Third Way both later withdrew from the English Lobby. 
The EDP has also close links with the non-party Campaign 
for an English Parliament, founded on 5 October 1998. 

The EDP is run by a nine-strong National Executive. It has 
a 21-strong National Council, comprising the chairman, ten 
area chairman and ten elected ordinary members. The EDP 


Englis 
Robin Tilbrook 


has one elected Mayor: Peter Davies (former member, 
Reform-UK Party) in Doncaster, since 2009. It has fewer than 
ten district, county and parish councillors across England. 

Co-founder and chairman: Robin Charles William 
Tilbrook (solicitor and former member, Conservative Party) 
since 2002 

Secretary: Derek Hilling, since 2010 

Prominent activists: Steven Uncles (chairman, EDP 
South East and South West regions; founder, English 
Passport www.englishpassport.org blog, and who has 
been the prime mover in attempts by the EDP to establish 
links with other like-minded nationalist parties and 
organisations, including the England First Party, ahead 
of the 2009 European election and separately with Sinn 
Féin in Northern Ireland) Chris Beverley (chairman, EDP 
Leeds branch, since 2011 and former BNP regional 
organiser for Yorkshire and Humber, 2009-11), Eddy 
Butler (former BNP national organiser, 2008-10) and 
Andy Kershaw (former secretary and treasurer, Yorkshire 
and Humber BNP) 

www.englishdemocrats.org.uk and www.voteenglish.org 

Publications: England Arise! (from 2012) bi-monthly 
magazine, formerly England Awake (2011-12) and The 
English Voice (May 2003-2010), quarterly magazine 

Membership: claims 3,000 


English Green 

Founded 2010 as an English nationalist grassroots 
campaigning organisation, it attempts to fuse radical 
patriotism, environmentalism, localism and animal welfare. 
It is anti-immigration and advocates population control. 

It is run by a Steering Group. Hornchurch-based. 

Founder: Timothy (Tim) Patrick Bragg (co-founder, 
Steadfast journal and former English Democrats Party 
candidate at the 2004 European election) 

Prominent activists: Wayne John Sturgeon (founder, 
Albion Awake! and former editorial committee member, 
Alternative Green magazine) and Graham Williamson 
(former chairman of Third Way and deputy chairman, 
National Front, 1980s) 

www.englishgreen.info 


English Shieldwall 

Founded December 2009 as an ethnic English nationalist 
campaigning organisation, the shadowy non-party English 
Shieldwall (ES) campaigns for independence for England 
and the establishment of an English Parliament. It aims to 
safeguard the culture, heritage and identity of the English, 
is anti-immigration and is opposed to multiculturalism. It is 
anti-Islamist and campaigns against the introduction of 
Sharia law in England. The ES works closely with the 
Steadfast Trust. ES organised a ‘Stop Anglophobia!’ march 
in Leicester on 23 May 2010. Its activists regularly attend 
English Defence League demonstrations. It has a 
decentralised structure comprising several local branches 
across England. 

Co-founders: Lee Simon Ingram (runs English 
Community Group (Leicester); member, English People’s 
Party and former chairman, Leicester English Democrats 
Party) and ‘Youngy’ (former webmaster, Heathen Wolves, 
a division of Woden's Folk) 
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Leader?: Neil Hodgkiss 

Prominent activists: Clive Calladine and Jim Morgan 

www.englishshieldwall.weebly.com 

Publication: The English Shieldwall (Spring 2010 to 
present) quarterly newsletter 


London Swinton Circle 

The London Swinton Circle (LSC) was founded in 1961 by 
Conservative activists who had attended the Conservative 
Party's training school at Swinton Conservative College (the 
stately home of the former Conservative Cabinet minister 
the late Earl of Swinton) at Masham, near Ripon, North 
Yorkshire, and wished to maintain contact through regular 
meetings in London. The LSC evolved into a patriotic 
traditional Conservative and Unionist discussion group for 
devotees of Enoch Powell, known as Powellite Tories. Since 
the 1990s the Circle has widened its membership, which 
currently includes members from the UK Independence 
Party and various nationalist parties such as the BNP and 
National Front. The LSC is anti-immigration and opposes 
multiculturalism. It advocates Britain's withdrawal from the 
EU. It holds regular monthly meetings in central London 
and is run by an eight-strong Executive Committee. 

Chairman: Allan Barrie Robertson (founder editor, 
Tough Talking from the Right monthly newsletter, since 
1999; member: Bruges Group, The Freedom Association 
and Get Britain Out; contributing editor, Right Now! 
magazine, 1997-2004 and chairman, Scottish Monday 
Club, in the 1980s) 

Prominent activist: Sam Swerling (former chairman, 
Monday Club, 1980-82, and former member: League of 
Empire Loyalists and BNP) 

www.swintoncircle.org.uk 

Membership: claims 70 


March for England 


Founded 18 February 2007 originally as March for the 
Flag, it was renamed March for England (MFE) in 
November 2007. MFE is a non-party, patriotic English 
nationalist grassroots campaigning organisation. It is anti- 
immigration, anti-EU and anti-lslamist. MFE has organised 
an annual St George's Day march in Brighton since April 
2008. This year's event is to be held on 21 April. MFE 
activists attended a Stop Islamisation of Europe No Sharia 
Here! demonstration outside Lambeth Palace, London on 
11 September 2008. MFE has close links with the English 
Defence League and its activists regularly attend southern- 
based EDL demonstrations. It advertises EDL events on its 
website. MFE is run by a 12-strong committee. 
Portsmouth-based. 

Co-founders: Joe and one other fan of Tottenham 
Hotspur FC 

Leader: Dave Smeeton 

www.marchforengland.co.uk, 
www.marchforengland.weebly.com and 

www.facebook.com/pages/march-for- 
england/172540236682 

Membership: claims 50-100 activists 
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National Culturists 
Founded June 2012 as a nationalist, 
traditionalist and social conservative 
movement, the National Culturists 
(NC) is the first culturist organisation 
in Britain. It advocates the ideology 
of national culturism which embraces 
the preservation of the majority 
culture of the indigenous British 
people. The NC is anti-immigration 
and opposes multiculturalism. It is 
anti-Islamist and campaigns against 
the ‘Islamisation of Britain’ and the 
construction of new mosques. The 
NC has been inspired by the 
American founder of the ideology of culturism, Dr John 
Kenneth Press (author, Cu/turism: A Word, A Value, Our 
Future, 2007 www.culturism.us). It is actively establishing 
NC societies on university campuses across the country. 

Founder and chairman: Jack Buckby (politics student, 
University of Liverpool; member, British National Party 
and webmaster: The New Nationalist 
www.thenewnationalistuk.wordpress.com blog, who 
addressed a meeting in Cheshire of the Alliance of 
European National Movements on 24 July 2012) 

Treasurer: Matthew Penny 

Director of Communications: Emmerson Collier (student, 
University of Birmingham; co-ordinator, Young Patriots 
League, youth wing of Britain First, since 2012 and former 
BNP activist) 

North West Regional Organiser: Craig Cooke (member, 
British Freedom Party) 

www.nationalculturists.org and 
www. facebook.com/nationalculturalists 


Jack Buckby, founder and 
chairman of the National 
Culturists 


Patriotic Forum 

Founded 1985 in Durban, South Africa as an ad hoc 
umbrella organisation of neo-imperialist patriotic 
organisations and publications, the Forum advocates the 
re-establishment of white rule throughout the African 
continent. It is pro-apartheid (separate development) and 
opposes multiculturalism. London-based, since 1990, it 
comprises the following organisations: 

Springbok Club (SC) aka Empire Loyalist Club (ELC). 
Founded 12 June 1996 by the merger of the White Rhino 
Club (WRC) (II) (founded in London in 1992) and the 
Rhodesian Forum (founded in London in the late 1980s by 
Kevin Puttock). The SC is a cultural organisation for white 
Southern African expatriates. It is chaired by Alan D. 
Harvey and run by an Executive Committee. 

Chairman: Alan D. Harvey (founder Swinton Circle; 
former Chairman, London Swinton Circle; member, 
National Front, 1974-1975, who has declared: “We see 
ourselves as the nucleus of the South African resistance 
movement in exile” — Africa News, 15 December 2000) 

www.patrioticforum.co.uk 

Publications: South African Patriot in Exile (1991-present) 
magazine formerly South African Patriot (1980-1987) (bi- 
monthly) magazine of the original Durban-based WRC (I). 

(www.netcom.co.uk~springbk/patriotic.htm) 


Launched Spring 2007 as 
_ the successor to Right Now! 
| magazine (October 1993- 
_ November/December 2006), 
_ the Quarterly Review is a 
_ cultural and political quasi- 
_ intellectual journal of the 
_ traditionalist non-aligned right. 
_ The autumn 2012 issue was 
_ the last to be printed in hard 
" copy: future issues will be 
web-only. 
Founder and editor: Derek 
Andrew Turner (editorial 
committee member, Alternative Right; former Editor, 
Right Now! magazine, 1995-2006 
and leader, Social Action Initiative, an Irish neo-Nazi 
organisation, in the 1980s) 
www.quarterly-review.org 


Shieldwall - National 


Welfare Association 
Founded 6 October 2012 as a civil liberties legal defence 
association for British nationalists and patriots, the National 
Welfare Association is a front organisation for the BNP. It 
aims to provide legal advice and raise funds for nationalist 
activists prosecuted for their political beliefs. 

www. facebook.com/shieldwallnationalistwelfareas 
sociation.com 


Quarterly Review 


Derek Tu rner, founder and editor of. 
the Quarterly Review and former 
Irish Nazi group leader 


St George's Committee 
Founded May 1999 as an English nationalist cultural 
campaigning organisation. The non-party St George's 
Committee (SGC) co-ordinates a national network of local 
community English patriots’ associations across the country. 
It promotes English heritage, culture and identity. The SGC 
is run by a steering committee and works closely with the 
National Liberal Party/Third Way. Hornchurch-based. 

Founder: Graham Williamson (former chairman, Third 
Way; co-director, English Lobby, 2004-06 and deputy 
chairman, National Front, 1980s) 

www.thesgc.org.uk 

Publication: St George's Herald (2003?-) newsletter 


The Steadfast Trust 

Founded 26 April 2004 as the first and only registered 
charity which campaigns specifically for the ethnic (or 
indigenous) English community, the non-party Steadfast 
Trust (ST) aims to protect and promote the culture, 
heritage, identity, legal rights and welfare of the indigenous 
English community. It encourages the establishment of local 
English Community Groups (ECG) on the model of the 
inaugural ECG (Leicester) and it has published guidelines 
for setting up a local ECG. The ST seeks to establish an 
informal national network of branches across England. It 
established two charitable arms, the Ethnic English Trust 
(EET) and the Wycliffe Trust, from 2005-2007. The 


Macclesfield, Cheshire-based ST is run by a group of 
trustees.Founder: Graham Williamson (former chairman, 
Third Way; co-director, English Lobby, 2004-06 and deputy 
chairman, National Front, 1980s) 

Founder and Secretary: Jane Stanley Phillips (solicitor), 
2004-2006 

Chairman: Clive Potter (former president, Solidarity 
trade union) 

Secretary: Julien Thomas Crighton (member, English 
Democrats Party and owner, We Are The English.com), 
since 2006 

Other trustees: Lynn Chorley (complementary therapist), 
Shelly Marie Donohoe, Tim Hawke (former vice-president, 
Solidarity union) and Mark Taylor (visionary artist) 

Former trustees: Tony Clifford Linsell (publisher; former 
chairman, English Independence Party and co-founder, 
Steadfast journal), Paul Graham Marson, Stephen John 
Pollington and Steven Whateley 

www.steadfasttrust.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/thesteadfasttrust 

Publication: Newsletter June 2008-present) (bi-momnthly) 


Swinton Circle 

Founded 17 January 2009 as a breakaway from the London 
Swinton Circle (LSC), the Swinton Circle is a patriotic 
Conservative discussion forum. It is anti-immigration and 
encourages non-Britons to repatriate to their countries of 
ethnic origin. The SC organises regular meetings in central 
London. It is run by an Executive Committee. 

Founder and Chairman: Alan D. Harvey (founder, 
Patriotic Forum; former Editor, South African Patriot 
magazine, 1980-1987; member, National Front, 1974- 
1975; chairman, London Swinton Circle, 2007-October 
2008, when he was expelled from the LSC) 

www.swintoncircle.co.uk 


Traditional Britain Group 
Founded January 2001 as the successor to the ultra-right 
Western Goals Institute (WGI) — originally known as 
Western Goals (UK) - which was founded on 6 May 
1985 as the British offshoot of the US-based Western 
Goals Foundation (WGF), a private domestic intelligence 
agency founded in 1979 by the late Democratic 
Congressman Larry McDonald (former chairman, John 
Birch Society, who was killed on Korean Airlines flight 
KALOO7, shot down by Russia in September 1983). 
Western Goals (UK) was renamed the WGI in 1989. 

The Traditional Britain Group (TBG) was re-launched in 
2010 under a new younger generation of activists. It is a 
traditional conservative and nationalist quasi-intellectual 
organisation and think-tank, which claims to represent 
the traditionalist Conservative school of thought. It is 
anti-immigration and opposed to multiculturalism. The 
TBG aims to be a focal point and bridgehead between 
the ultra-right of the Conservative Party and strands of 
British nationalism. It seeks to establish a broad patriotic 
conservative network of traditionalist conservative and 
nationalist organisations in the UK in order to create a 
radical conservative alternative political movement. 
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The TBG 
aims to pool 
resources and 
disseminate 
radical 
conservative 
ideas more 
effectively by 
using the 
internet and 
new social 
media (such 
as Facebook 
and Twitter) 
to recruit 
members and 
appeal to 
like-minded 
enemamiaieeninal ENG individuals 
Lord Sudeley, Traditional Britain Group president and 

organisations. 
The TBG has established several local groups across the 
country (Bath and Wiltshire, Chester, Gloucestershire, 
London, Leicestershire, Norfolk, Northumberland, 
Yorkshire, the Wirral and North East Wales). It is run by a 
six-strong executive committee. 

The TBG organised an Enoch Powell Centenary Dinner 
in central London on 16 June 2012 in commemoration of 
the centenary of Powell's birth. The TBG had a stand at 
the UKIP annual conference in Birmingham on 21-22 
September 2012. It also organised a joint conference 
with the Quarterly Review journal in London on 20 
October 2012 entitled “Another Country: is there a 
future for Tradition?”. 

President: Lord (Merlin) Sudeley (former chairman, 
Conservative Monday Club, 1994-2008; former patron 
and vice-president, Western Goals Institute; and who is 
reputed to believe that the abolition of slavery was a 
mistake) since 2011 

Vice-president and treasurer: Gregory M. S. Lauder- 
Frost (member, UKIP; former vice-president, Western 
Goals Institute, 1989-2000; political secretary, 
Conservative Monday Club, 1987-1992; former steering 
committee member, Conservative Democratic Alliance. 
His name was on the leaked BNP membership list but he 
- ri ree uae denies 

“te gua *% | membership, 
saying he 
only 
contacted the 
party to 
request a 
publication.) 

Chairman: 
Louis 
Welcomme 
(aka Louis 
James) 

Secretary: 
Liam Stokes 


Traditional Britain Group vice-president Gregory Lauder- 
Frost, second from left, with fellow members of the Western 
Goals Institute directorate, 1990 
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Other executive committee members: Calum Sebastian 
Rupert Heaton-Gent (vice-president, Conservative 
Friends of Central Asia, since 2012), Henry Hopwood- 
Phillips, George Jones, Leigh Zouga Quilter and David 
Soutter (executive committee member, Conservative 
Friends of Central Asia, since 2012; former Chief of Staff 
and campaign director, Veritas Party, 2005 and deputy 
regional campaign manager for Wales, Referendum 
Party, 1995-1997) 

www.traditionalbritain.org and 
www.facebook.com/traditionalbritaingroup 


United British Alliance (UBA) 


Founded spring 2004 as a British nationalist grassroots 
organisation, the United British Alliance (UBA) campaigns 
against the ‘Islamisation of Britain’ and the introduction 
of Sharia law. It attracts support from various football 
hooligan ‘firms’. UBA activists attended a Stop 
Islamisation of Europe No Sharia Here! demonstration 
outside Lambeth Palace, London on 11 September 2008. 
http://uba.awardspace.co.uk and 

www. freewebs.com/the-uba 


We Are The English.com 


Founded 2001 as a patriotic English nationalist forum 
and online merchandise retailer. We Are The English.com 
promotes English culture, heritage and identity. It has 
close links with the Steadfast Trust (ST). 

Co-organisers: Julien Crighton (Secretary, Steadfast 
Trust and member, English Democrats Party) and Lee 
Simon Ingram (Spokesman, English Community Group 
Leicester; member, English People's Party; former 
Chairman, Leicester English Democrats Party, and who 
organised an English Immigration Referendum e-petition 
on the No 10 Downing Street website) 

www.wearetheenglish.com 


Workers of England Union 
Founded 23 June 2009 as an independent English 
nationalist trade union, the Workers of England Union 
claims to be unaffiliated to any political party or 
movement but is a front for the English Democrats 
Party. It seeks to protect, support and represent the 
rights of all working people in England and has pledged 
to campaign for English workers against cheap foreign 
labour. It campaigns for the establishment of an English 
Parliament. The WEU is run by an executive council. 

Founder and former Chairman: Ed Abrams (founder, 
Justice for England and former national council member, 
English Democrats Party) 

President: Eddie J. Bone (chairman, Campaign for an 
English Parliament and member, English Democrats 
Party) since 2009 

General-Secretary: Carleton T. Maflin (member, 
English Democrats Party) since 2009 

www.workersofengland.co.uk 

Publication: News/etter 

Membership: under 1,000 


An A-Z of far-right, nationalist and 
patriotic organisations active in Britain 


A.K. Chesterton Trust 

Albion Awake 

Aryan Unity (AU) 

Blood and Honour (B&H) 

Bloomfield Books 

BNP Reform Group 

Brent Group 

Britain First (BF) 

Britannica Party 

British Democratic Party (BDP) 

British Freedom Fighters (BFF) 

British Freedom Party (BFP) 

British Hammerskins (BHS) 
British-Israel World Federation (BIWF) 
British Movement (BM) 

British National Freedom Party 

British National Party (BNP) 

British National Socialist Party (BNSP) 
British National Socialist Youth (BNSY) 
British Patriotic Alliance (BPA) 


British Patriots of the White European 
Resistance (POWER) 


British Patriots Society (BPS) 
British People's Party (BPP) 
The British Resistance 

British Ulster Alliance (BUA) 
British Veterans’ Group (BVG) 
Casuals United (CU) 


Centre for Democratic Nationalism 
(CDN) 


Christian Council of Britain (CCoB) 
Civil Liberty (CL) 

Combat 18 (C18) 

Combined Ex-Forces (CxF) 


Combined Ex-Services Intel and 
Security (CxS) 


Conservative Monday Club 
Democratic Nationalists Party (DN) 
Dissident Congress 

England First (EF) 

England is Ours (ElO) 


English Defence League (EDL) 
English Democrats Party (EDP) 
English Green 

English Nationalist Alliance (ENA) 
English People's Party (EPP) 
English Shieldwall (ES) 

English Volunteer Force (EVF) 
European Socialist Action (ESA) 


Federation of South West 
Nationalists (FSWN) 


Focal Point Publications (FPP) 
Freedom Democrats Party 
Friends of John Tyndall 
Friends of O.M. (FOM) 
Friends of Spearhead 
Heretical Press 

Heritage & Destiny (H&D) 
Historical Review Press (HRP) 
Immigration Concern 

Infidels of Britain (loB) 
Infidels of Ulster 

InfoText Manuscripts (ITMA) 


Integralist Party of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland (IPGB) 


International Campaign for 
Real History 


lona London Forum 

British Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 

League of St George (LSG) 

London Swinton Circle (LSC) 

March for England (MFE) 

National Anarchist Movement (N-AM) 
National Culturists (NC) 

National Front (NF) 

National Liberal Party (NLP) 


National Socialist Movement - 
Britannia (NSM) 


National Socialist Party of Great 
Britain (NSPGB) 


Nationalist Alliance (NA) 
Nationalist Media Network (NMN) 


Nationalist Unity Forum 

New Patriot Alliance (NPA) 
New Right (NR) 

North East Infidels (NEI) 

North East Patriots 

North West Infidels (NWI) 
North West Nationalists (NWN) 
Northern Patriotic Front (NPF) 
Odinic Rite (OR) 

Patria 

Patriotic Forum 

Quarterly Review (QR) 

Racial Volunteer Force (RVF) 
Redwatch 

Reichsfolk 

The Scorpion 

Scotland First 

Scottish Defence League (SDL) 


Searchlight Victims Support 
Group (SVSG) 


Shieldwall — National Welfare 
Association (NWA) 


Solidarity - The British Workers’ Union 
St. George's Committee (SGC) 

The Steadfast Trust (ST) 

Steven Books (SB) 

Swinton Circle (SC) 

Traditional Britain Group (TBG) 

Ulster Defence League (UDL) 

Ulster Nation (UN) 

United British Alliance (UBA) 

United People's Party (UPP) 

We Are The English.com (WATE.com) 
Welsh Defence League (WDL) 

Welsh Infidels 

White People’s Initiative (WP!) 
Woden's Folk 

Workers of England Union (WEU) 


This list represents the many faces of 
the British far right. Some groups may 
have been omitted. 
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By Gerry Gable 


THE FINAL MONTHS of 2012 saw no let-up in the 
activities of the New Right Club, run by the long-time 
fringe right-extremist Troy Southgate, and the lona 
London Forum, run by Jeremy Bedford-Turner, the ex- 
military man who until 2011 served in a specialist unit 
using his skills as a Pashto speaker, the main language 
spoken by the Afghan Taleban. 

Twenty years ago Bedford-Turner was a student at the 
London School of Economics, and until Searchlight 
spotted him on the 2011 National Front Remembrance 
Day march the only known photo of him came from that 
period. Much less well known is that in October 1992 
he contested a local council by-election in Twickenham, 
southwest London, for the NF. He polled just 40 votes — 
1.8%. Then he vanished off the far-right scene into the 
Army. His military connection has resulted in a stream of 
anonymous letters to Searchlight claiming he is a state 
asset, a matter on which we reserve judgement. 

Bedford-Turner is part of the consortium that has 
picked up the wreckage of the late Tony Hancock's 
international hate printing, publishing and distribution 
business, the Historical Review Press. Others involved in 


Jeremy Bedford-Turner on the 2012 National Front Remembrance Day parade 
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ses in far right 


this venture are the long-time far right activist and 
successful Kent businessman Mike Easter, the hardline 
Nazi Paul Ballard and one or two men who want to 
remain anonymous but who appear to have the money 
to get the business back on its feet after Hancock's 
death in June last year. 

Where the New Right Club and lona stand on the 
ideological dispute between three veteran international 
fascists and antisemites is not yet known. Willis Carto, 
86, and Mark Weber, 61, both of the Historical Review 
Press in the USA, and the notorious French Nazi Robert 
Faurisson, 83, have fallen out over the relevance of 
Holocaust denial, something for which Faurisson has 
three convictions. 

Both outfits act as fairly similar forums to develop 
ideology for the wider far-right movement and 
attract several participants in common to their bi- 
monthly London meetings. One such is the far-right 
barrister Adrian Davies who chaired Southgate’s 
September meeting. Davies seems to have caused a bit 
of bother for Hope Not Hate last November after the 
HNH website suggested he had worked as political 


Sahib Bleher, who brought a Muslim antisemitic perspective to the New Right Club 


secretary to the Holocaust revisionist writer David 
Irving and shared a flat in London with a group of 
Nazis and terrorists. 

Clearly HNH got him confused with Andrew Moffat, 
who did work for Irving and shared a flat with Nick 
Griffin, now the leader of the British National Party, the 
Italian fascist Roberto Fiore and others in the early 
1980s. Moffat is now one of the steering group in 
charge of creating Andrew Brons's new party, the British 
Democratic Party. Another well known far-right activist 
in the 1980s was Robin Davies, perhaps also a source of 
the mix-up. It ended with the removal from the HNH 
website of all references to Davies and several other 
people HNH had highlighted as being involved with the 
formation of the British Democratic Party. 

Southgate's last meeting on 24 November brought 
three speakers to a room at the Shipwrights Arms in 
Tooley Street, appropriately near the London Dungeon. 
They were Peter Rushton from the England First Party, a 
regular at these meetings; the German Muslim academic 
Sahib Bleher, who told the audience that Islam promotes 
the kind of social conservatism that equips communities 
to fight the agents of global oppression — a euphemism 
for the Jews; and David Parry, a 54-year-old pagan 
priest, creative writer and poet, English teacher and 
religious studies graduate of King's College, London. As 
such he seems to be a cut above the usual run of 
Odinists and pagans who turn up at lona and New Right 
meetings such as “Wulf”, the antisemitic head-banger 
from Woden's Folk. Parry is an associate of the pagan 
fascist Freya Aswynn and of Ralph Harrison, who 
worked closely with the late Lady Jane Birdwood and set 
up Right Now! magazine. Parry and Aswynn are both 
associated with an organisation called the London Thing, 
which brings together right-wing extremists, pagans and 
heathens who share their political beliefs. 

The new year kicked off with a meeting organised by 
Irving's Focal Point group at the Swan pub near 
Lancaster Gate in west London on one of his favourite 
topics, Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess. More than 50 
people turned out to hear him, including the antisemite 
Michéle Renouf, Rushton, the veteran NF fascist 
Richard Edmonds, Paul Ballard and several other 


Far-right pagan priest David Parry 


fascists not shy of displaying their NF badges. Some 
of the audience were surprised to find that in fact 
Bedford-Turner was in charge of the event. He is 
spreading his tentacles around the far right and people 
are wondering where he might pop up next. 

Irving had returned to London briefly after his most 
recent tour of the USA. He is still very downcast about 
being unable to get his long overdue book on Himmler 
out, but says it should appear later this year. Two 
German books on Himmler have recently been 
published and one contained some new facts on the 
monster, thus undermining Irving's claim to unique 
material on his subjects from newly discovered files 
from the Third Reich. 

Irving is continuing his travels around the USA but is 
hoping to return at long last to central Europe, a 
destination that was barred to him following his 
imprisonment in Austria in 2006 for saying, in 1989, that 
there were no gas chambers at Auschwitz. A proposed 
change in the law in Germany may result in the lifting of 
his travel bans in neighbouring countries as well. 

Southgate's next meeting will take place on 27 
January, a departure from his usual Saturday afternoon 
timing. It will feature a return visit from Dr James Thring, 
friend and ally of Middle East past, soon-to-be-past and 
ongoing despots such as Colonel Gaddafi, President 
Assad of Syria and the Iranian leadership. 

Thring will be joined by Michael Newland, one-time 
BNP press officer and treasurer, an early victim of the 
BNP's financial skulduggery when he loaned the party a 
large sum of money raised by putting his home in hock, 
only to have Griffin refuse to repay it. Newland’s 
departure was a great loss to the BNP as he was the best 
press officer they ever had and a source of money. He 
will speak on “Who invented money?". 

The third speaker will be John Howells from Wales, 

a self-proclaimed expert on the Russian and Ukrainian 
churches and the alleged relationship between 
Alexander Dugin, the former member of the Russian 
Parliament, the Duma, and President Vladimir Putin. 
Howells considers that Putin is close to the “Elders of 
Zion" of Nazi demonology. He will speak on one of 
Southgate's pet subjects, National Bolshevism. 


David Irving in the Appeal Court in Vienna: his handcuffs removed after 400 days in 
solitary confinement 
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Analysing Extremism 


Tackling the far right in 2013 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


THE COMING YEAR will 
undoubtedly pose many fresh 
challenges for tackling the far right. 
As set out elsewhere in this issue, 
there are numerous transitions under 
way among the current crop of 
extreme nationalist organisations. 
Aiding their activities, the populist 
mainstream press still regurgitates 
the messages that the far right 
builds on. Moreover, in the populist 
radical right we can see evidence of 
extremism bubbling away too. To 
take just one example, at the time of 
writing, Geoffrey Clark of the 
increasingly successful UK 
Independence Party is hitting the 
headlines by trying to develop a 
public debate on introducing 
eugenics policies in the UK. 
Incredibly, he suggests the 
introduction of compulsory 
abortions of all children with Down's 
syndrome and spina bifida, not to 
mention free euthanasia for the over 
eighties, all in order to avoid such 
people being a financial burden on 
the state! 

Indeed, though the British 
National Party and the English 
Defence League may both be in 
decline, the attitudes that commonly 
feature in far right politics are in 
quite rude health. What to do? 
Politicians, community voices, 
campaigning organisations and 
academics all have roles to play in 
stymying the far right in the coming 
year. So in this article, | want to set 
out some of the central issues on 
which collectively we ought to try 
and make progress. 
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‘Latent support’ and the 
tabloid media 

Shortly before Christmas, | gave a 
short talk to a general audience 
setting out the problems of 
estimating the true size of ‘latent 
support’ for the far right in the UK 
today. Basically, this is a term to 
describe those who, when asked, 
see far right politics in a positive 
light, yet are not actively involved in 
such organisations. In the talk, | 
spoke about how the BNP in the 
past twenty years, and the EDL 
more recently too, have capitalised 
on the outrage generated by media 
coverage of immigration. This 
frames migrants negatively as 
draining public resources, criminal, 
and posing security threats. The far 
right is then able to further radicalise 
such ‘common sense’ prejudices to 
evoke the core narrative that British 
identity is under attack by current 
migrants, alongside second and third 
generation Muslim communities, 
while mainstream politicians sit idly 
by. We should be careful not to 
caricature everyone attracted to the 
far right as a rabid neo-Nazi, | 
concluded. Many BNP supporters 
have been giving expression to what 
have become fairly mainstream 
views in recent years. 

The response was very interesting. 
Rather than the audience raising 
concerns about the threats posed by 
the far right capitalising on populist 
media reporting, which is helping to 
‘mainstream’ prejudicial ideas, my 
talk seemed to have the opposite 
effect. Many people in the audience 


openly sympathised with the 
examples of issues that the far right 
campaign on. The case of the EDL's 
campaign of 2010 against councils 
‘banning Christmas’ seemed to carry 
much support. Another audience 
member complained that it was 
impossible to buy ‘traditional’ 
Christmas cards these days. | was 
also told about Muslims getting all 
sorts of special favours, and that 
white British people are the real 
victims in contemporary society. 
Housing issues were the fault of 
asylum seekers, not a product of the 
political mainstream failing to 
develop enough social housing. It all 
seemed to prove my argument, but 
not in the way | was expecting. 

Where do such commonly held 
prejudices come from? It seemed 
fairly clear that the people in the 
audience were regurgitating stories 
they had read in the press, and used 
this tenor to interpret the changing 
world around them. Their examples 
of unfair treatment, derived from 
common media tropes, were 
corroborated via their own 
anecdotal experiences. For example, 
one talked about seeing Muslims 
getting preferential treatment at 
airport security points, while another 
discussed the prominence of Asians 
in the town during the daytime, 
suggesting they did not have jobs. In 
the news that day were stories 
about large corporations avoiding 
millions of pounds in tax, yet 
immigration was the theme that was 
felt to be the root cause of Britain's 
current economic woes. 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 
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So in the coming year, | suggest 
there need to be further efforts to 
tackle coverage of immigration and 
minorities in the tabloid press. The 
casual licensing of prejudices, which 
only benefit the more extremist 
positions set out by the far right, 
needs to be challenged, including by 
responsible journalists. Organisations 
such as the BNP and the EDL, and 
their future successors, simply do 
not — and hopefully will never have 
— the resources to cultivate these 
views themselves. Nevertheless, the 
far right is gifted great opportunities 
to cultivate populist prejudices 
churned out by the right-wing 
tabloid media. 


Mainstream politicians and the 
Prevent Strategy 

To help challenge the press, there 
also needs to be a clearer sense of 
responsible political discussion on 
what ‘the far right’ is, in order to 
help establish the boundaries 
between the acceptable and the 
unacceptable. Without 
sensationalising the issue, there 
needs to be a more open 
conversation about the issues raised, 
and threats posed by, the 
contemporary far right. Indeed, the 
state potentially has a major role to 
play in furnishing young people and 
wider communities with the critical 
skills needed to break down far right 
views, while also working with those 
already involved with such 
organisations to help them reject 
extremism. The Prevent Strategy 
has, on paper, included more 
attention on tackling far right 
activity, and can help develop good 
initiatives. Yet ultimately there 
remains limited political leadership 
on this issue, which could be 
grappled with more fulsomely. 

For example, | attended an 
excellent public conference that 
examined tackling far right support 
alongside issues posed by Islamist 


extremism in Bristol at the end of 
November 2012. Bringing together a 
wide section of the local community, 
the day offered specialist talks, the 
perspectives of former activists, and 
a substantial question and answer 
session. Here we were able to 
identify and discuss some of the 
common features of all extremisms, 
from the cultivation of enemy 
figures, to the abuse of history to 
generate a potent sense of 
grievance, to the rejection of 
mainstream society. 

Such events help to develop the 
skills of key figures within 
communities, and offer great 
opportunities for local groups to 
network and develop more 
comprehensive approaches to 
tackling extremism. Yet though 
those implementing the Prevent 
Strategy on the ground often get it 
right, it is still very difficult to see 
how the Home Office and the 
Department of Communities and 
Local Government, in particular, are 
developing a coherent approach to 
dealing with the far right as a core 
part of Prevent. Ideally, there needs 
to be a more intelligible, and open, 
process here. 

One core question that probably 


still needs to be answered clearly is: 
who should be included as part of 
‘the far right’? For example, when | 
developed a training package on the 
issue for local councils, there were 
reservations about including the BNP 
in such materials, as it is a political 
party. Should the state be 
intervening in the democratic 
process in such a way? This is a 
complex question, and we should be 
wary of dismissing it. We do live in a 
democratic environment and so such 
issues need to be decided on via an 
open, not closed, process. For me, 
the BNP clearly needs to be included 
in such training. To make the point, 
it is always worth stressing that the 
party's current chairman has had 
links with terrorist activity, has 
promoted violent methods, 
especially as part of the Political 
Soldier movement within the 
National Front in the 1980s, and has 
been convicted of distributing 
material likely to incite racial hatred 
—all typical features of a political 
extremist. The report Lone Wolves: 
Myth or Reality? also highlights a 
large number of violent activists 
linked to the BNP. So | ask, can we 
really train people on this topic by 
limiting discussion of the BNP? 


Nick Griffin, BNP leader and former political soldier: should Prevent treat his party as extremist? 
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When raising such questions, what 
seems to be lacking is any sort of 
sustained, open debate between 
state institutions, watchdog 
organisations such as Searchlight, 
and academia, about what we 
include as part of ‘the far right’. In 
the latter sector, there is a clear 
consensus that the BNP is an 
organisation driven by a 
revolutionary, neo-Nazi agenda, yet 
masquerading as a populist political 
party that claims publically to be 
compatible with democratic 
procedures. The EDL has long been 
defined as ‘far right’ too by 
academics, though seems to lack the 
revolutionary vision of a truly fascist 
movement. Yet formally speaking, 
such terminology seems to make 
civil servant figures uncomfortable, 
probably because they lack a clear 
political lead, and sustained training. 
So the role of the politicians needs 
to be one of setting the framework 
whereby the state can clearly and 
responsibly tackle the far right, and 
thus defend democracy. This needs 
to be achieved via a more open 
discussion too, and all key voices 
and perspectives need to be 
included in the coming year. 

More encouragingly on this front, 
on 17 December 2012 Theresa May 
told the Joint Committee on 
National Security Strategy that 
increased funds were being made 
available for tackling far right issues, 
and terrorism in particular. As in 
Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? she 
also stressed that the major risk 
came from ‘solo actors’, though 
ideally she could also have 
acknowledged that such figures 
are given licence to act in extreme 
ways by a range of fringe and 
clandestine cultures. The Home 
Secretary also stressed the increased 
scope for Prevent resources to tackle 
this issue, especially via Channel, 
though again this was described as 
only a small percentage of the 
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overall budget for tackling 
extremism. 


Promoting a stable civil society 
Nevertheless, if the state itself were 
the only player in implementing 
strategies to counter the messages 
of the far right, then this may well 
play into the narratives of such 
extremists. After all, they often 
argue the state is a corrupt 
organisation, run by decadent 
Marxists and/or Jewish hidden 
forces that are actively supressing 
their nationalist cause. Organisations 
other than the state are vital, and 
again need support. 

To take a couple of clearly positive 
examples of non-state actors, last 
month, Searchlight gave space to 
the work of Show Racism the Red 
Card, and is also now working 
closely with Faith Matters too. 
Though there are many other vital, 
non-government organisations 
involved with tackling extremism, 
these two groups show us why such 
work is so important. Organisations 
of this nature provide credible 
outlets to develop projects that 
engage target communities, and also 
generate much-needed new 
evidence regarding the true scale of 
the issues they tackle — which is 
easily under-estimated. Show Racism 
the Red Card is important as it uses 
the institution of football as a vehicle 
for credibly delivering anti- 
discrimination education to young 
people. Meanwhile, the Tell Mama 
project developed by Faith Matters 
is doing vital work in both engaging 
the Muslim communities, and 
documenting hate crimes. 

Through the work of such 
organisations, we can more credibly 
gauge the true nature of such social 
problems. Finally, it is worth adding 
that there are arenas that could do 
more. For example, football as a 
lucrative national institution could be 
taking its social role much more 


seriously by helping to fund projects 
that help build the strong, local 
communities that offer the necessary 
resilience to fend off the far right 
and other extremisms. 

Indeed, the most authentic way in 
which the far right can be tackled is 
by cultivating vibrant communities 
where people mix in their everyday 
lives as a matter of course. Though 
the state has a role to play in helping 
fund local, independent projects, this 
is really about encouraging grass 
roots endeavours. This was once a 
theme loosely promoted by the 
Coalition Government via the 
confusing rhetoric of the ‘Big 
Society’, a subject that does not 
even seem to be on the political 
agenda any more. Nevertheless, 
developing more connected 
communities through a range of 
positive activities — cultivating 
multiculturalism with a small ‘m' - 
need not be an ideological project. 
Local charities, faith groups, 
community projects, sports teams 
and so forth are vital to developing a 
sense of community and need to be 
supported in hard times. 


‘Britishness'? 

It is also worth stressing that the 
current census data demonstrates a 
major demographic shift in the past 
ten years, and there is no denying 
that British society has become more 
diverse. But what to make of such a 
situation? When developing an 
inclusive national narrative, any 
modern form of ‘Britishness’ ought 
to be proud of this shift. An proper 
reading of this data ought to 
highlight that the country has been 
able to undergo such dramatic 
change without violence in the main 
— though it perhaps does help 
explain the upturn in the fortunes of 
the far right in the past ten years 
too. Nevertheless, the big picture 
ought to be seen as a great 
testament to the inclusive spirit 
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Home Secretary Theresa May has announced more funds to tackle far right issues 


found within so many in Britain. 

In response we need to stress not 
just the census data, but also a 
longer history of inclusivity. The far 
right often point to the post-war 
Windrush generation as the ‘turning 
point’, and fantasise about returning 
to a ‘pure’ white Britain that existed 
before 1948. This is pure mythology. 
British national identity has been 
developed through a long history of 
the people living on the British Isles 
interacting and trading with other 
parts of the world, which led to a 
multi-ethnic and multi religious 
society that stretches back centuries, 
not decades. 

Much of this interaction with the 
wider world does not reflect well on 
the British today, but despite 
colonialism and slavery the British 
state has also commanded loyalty 
from many communities over many 
years. For example, during the First 
World War we find much evidence 
of multi-ethnic communities 
defending the nation. Indeed, one of 
the country's greatest First World 
War poets, Isaac Rosenberg, was a 
Jewish immigrant, reflective of a 


wave of Jewish migration that came 
to Britain at the end of the 
nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. Moreover, soldiers from 
India and the Caribbean fought for 
Britain. Looking back further, 
Muslim sailor populations stretch 
back to at least the eighteenth 
century, and often led to mixed 
marriages; while emancipated slaves 
lived in Britain in this era as well. 
Such examples of a long history of 
diversity are far too lengthy to cite 
here. In sum, from the iconic, such 
as Mo Farah, to the everyday, those 
tackling the far right need to stress 
historical diversity in our 
understanding of what the fuzzy 
and emotive concept of ‘Britishness’ 
is. 


Ongoing research agendas 
Finally, from my own perspective as 
an academic | want to know more 
about a variety of features found in 
the British far right. Firstly, | want to 
have a better understanding about 
interventions, in particular what 
activities work best to help prevent 
people from turning to the far right. 


This needs to include more specialist 
research from figures working in 
fields such as education studies and 
psychology. The academic analysis 
of the far right needs to diversify, 
and not be largely the preserve of 
historians such as myself, or political 
scientists interested primarily in 
political parties. 

Secondly, | want to know more 
about international networks and 
linkages, both historically and in the 
current setup. The far right can be 
viewed through the lens of discrete 
organisations, but it can also be 
interpreted via a larger perspective 
that sees a range of organisations 
making up an international 
movement. With the growth of new 
media allowing transnational 
connections to develop, fresh, 
analytical study of the international 
far right would undoubtedly be 
highly revealing. 

And finally, | want to know more 
about the media messages and the 
framing of the far right. Academics 
need to scrutinise further the 
relationships between the populist 
mainstream, and the extremists 
themselves, while also finding ways 
of allowing their research to make 
an impact. Key questions include: 
Do we-currently live in a media 
environment where it is easier for far 
right groups to develop? Are wider 
factors, such as the growing distance 
from the interwar legacy of fascism, 
the impact of globalisation and 
economic downturn, and the 
emergence of a new hate figure — 
Muslims — creating a growing 
demand for populist extreme- 
nationalist politics? And what role 
does the mainstream press play in all 
of this? My sense is it has a large 
role to play, but we need to analyse 
this issue in much more depth, 
especially as newspaper editors are 
currently defending the function of 
the press as a bastion of democratic 
values. 
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By Dr Emily Turner-Graham 


AS DER SPIEGEL OBSERVED IN 2008, “[o]nly old- 
school neo-Nazis shave their heads and tie up their 
black boots with white laces". Indeed, as The 
Guardian noted at this year's annual extreme right 
March of Mourning in Dresden, “[t]hese days, the 
easiest way to spot someone with far-right leanings is 
if they are wearing something from Thor Steinar, a 
Nordic-inspired German brand whose shops are 
constantly picketed by anti-Nazi campaigners”. 


This is not to say that many neo-Nazi Skinheads 
don't continue to adopt the traditional and easily 
recognisable costume of their subculture. What it 
does suggest is that clothing has become another 
element in the contemporary extreme right scene to 
be updated and, disturbingly, made more mainstream. 
By way of an overall context into which to place 
the clothing code of the current extreme right scene, 
the original Skinhead movement grew out of the 
Mod scene of the late 1950s and 1960s. A split 
developed within the Mod movement in the mid- 
1960s between the ‘peacock’ or ‘smooth’ Mods who 
wore expensive suits and were therefore generally 
less likely to be involved in street fights and the 
‘hard’ or ‘gang’ Mods who adopted a style which 
would more recognisably morph into the traditional 
Skinhead style. 


The traditional Skinheads were often working class 
and therefore less moneyed. They wore work or army 
boots, straight-leg jeans or Sta-Prest trousers and 
button-down shirts with braces. Their hair was closely 
cropped. Numerous reasons have been given to 
explain this noteworthy look which gave the 
subculture its name — long hair was dangerous for the 
many young factory workers who adopted the look 
and long hair was also a liability in street fights. 
Equally, extremely short hair was the complete, 
rebellious antithesis of the predominantly middle- 
class, long-haired Hippie style of the same period. 
They were also greatly influenced by the West Indian 
Rude Boy style — especially its music: Ska, Bluebeat 
and Rocksteady, as well as Soul. The original Skinhead 
look reached the pinnacle of its mainstream popularity 
in 1969 (hence the common subcultural reference to 
“The Spirit of '69"). 

By the early 1970s the Skinhead movement had 
splintered off in different directions: Suedeheads, 
Smoothies and Bootboys were new categories within 
the subculture, with the latter becoming closely 
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THOR STEINAR 


Thor Steinar's controversial logo, which highlights its link to Nazism and neo-Nazism 


associated with football hooliganism. The Skinhead 
movement was revived in the late 1970s with the 
adoption of Punk Rock into its culture. It was at this 
time that some skinheads became involved with 
extreme right groups like the National Front and the 
British Movement. The Skinhead look has come back 
into focus with the success of the 2006 film This is 
England and the recent follow-up series This is 
England ‘86 and This is England ‘88. The division 
between ‘original’, ‘traditional’ Skinheads, and those 
involved with the extreme right is the focus of This is 
England. 


The Skinhead look is easily identifiable. The 
traditional, original or ‘Trojan’ skinhead styles (so 
named for the Reggae record label Trojan Records) 
favour polo shirts, t-shirts and button-down shirts 
from labels such as Fred Perry, Ben Sherman, Warrior, 
Lonsdale and Everlast. V-neck sweaters, Harrington 
jackets, bomber jackets and Crombie-style three- 
quarter-length coats are also popular. Trousers such as 
Sta-Prest are still current as are narrow-cut jeans by 
Lee and Wrangler and camouflage pants made of 
either camouflage material or denim splashed with 
bleach. The Skinhead look is also — of course — known 
for its boots. 


The boots (usually Dr Martens) have, at times, been 
codified in themselves. They have got longer since the 
1960s and the colours of the laces are also symbolic. 
White laces, for example, are often used by White 
Power or neo-Nazi Skinheads. The extreme right 
Skinheads, who favour hard, hate-rock groups like 
Skrewdriver and Landser, over the gentler and more 


multi-cultural sounds of Ska, have also adopted the 
original Skinhead look to express their particular 
standpoint. Members of groups like White Aryan 
Resistance, Blood and Honour and Hammerskins 
favour brands such as Thor Steinar, Baron Apparel, 
Pitbull, Consdaple, Dobermann and Division 88. 
Lonsdale, by contrast, has gone out of its way to 
distance itself from the neo-Nazi Skinhead look, 
recently running an advertising campaign featuring 
black footballers and the slogan “Lonsdale loves all 
colours." : 


Thor Steinar represents an especially interesting 
example. While it is favoured by many extreme right 
Skinheads, it is far less easily read as a codified 
political fashion statement. Established in 2002, Thor 
Steinar is a German company. It has courted 
controversy throughout those ten years. Problems 
began with one of two logos the company adopted, 
which combined the Tiwaz and Sowilo runes. Both of 
these runes have noted associations with both Nazism 
and neo-Nazism. The latter especially is recognisable 
as the notorious doppelsigrune symbol of the SS. 


On the face of it, Thor Steinar produces 
unremarkable, mainstream clothing. Their current 
online catalogue offers plenty of fleecy, hooded 
sweatshirts and jeans that one could expect to see in 
any contemporary clothing brochure. There are even 
pink sparkly key-rings offered to female customers. 
But it is the material printed on the sweatshirts, hats, 
t-shirts and satchels that make them more worthy of 
examination. Various items in their 2012 catalogue 
proclaim that the garments are for those of the 
“Nordic spirit”, imbued with the “Spirit of the North". 
While there is nothing generally problematic about 
the use of the word ‘Nordic’, there is within this 
context. With accusations of extreme right sympathy 
having long been made against Thor Steinar, the 
term ‘Nordic’ —- much abused by the Nazis for their 
own ends — in this context, takes on a different, 
racialised character. The same could be true of 
another Thor Steinar t-shirt which purports to take 
an Antarctic expedition as its subject. Its slogan 
“Save the White Continent”, however, gives it a 
new angle. 


Other t-shirts are less ambiguous. The Thor Steinar 
singlet tops are white with ‘Thor Steinar’ written in an 
antiquated German-style font, with the controversial 
runic logo placed above it as a shield. They mimic the 
Hitler Youth sports singlets of the 1930s. Another 
singlet top also echoes the Third Reich aesthetic with 
a stylised, Art Deco eagle above the letters “S.T.N.R. 
K.R.P.S". One t-shirt has “My Home is my castle" and 
“Division Thor Steinar” printed on it, along with a 
depiction of an assault rifle. Another t-shirt, called the 
‘Varg', shows a wolf howling on a mountain top, 


accompanied by the words “Enjoy the original Nordic 
lifestyle". ‘Varg' is Norwegian for ‘wolf’, but it is also 
the highly recognisable name of the notorious Varg 
Vikernes, a Black Metal musician who was jailed for 
murder and who also has well-known extreme right 
sympathies. Amongst the innocuous checked caps, 
there are military-style caps, one of which is called the 
Legion Field Cap. 

These garments are proffered as a part of a general, 
rather vélkisch Thor Steinar weltanschauung which is 
made up of Viking ships, wolves howling on 
mountaintops, ancient “mythical places” (their 2013 
calendar), Norse gods and a book, Die Festfibe/ (The 
Festival Guidebook) which is “a guidebook for all 
seasons” that shows its reader “how to celebrate 
these festivities appropriately”. 


Given the controversies that Thor Steinar has 
become embroiled in in the last ten years, its products 
and overall image take on a very specific character 
despite its protestations that it just sells clothes. 
Various authorities and organisations, including the 
German government authority for the protection of 
the constitution (the Verfassungsschutz), have 
identified the wearing of Thor Steinar clothes as one 
of the indications of membership in the extreme right 
subculture. Wearing Thor Steinar is prohibited in the 
German national parliament and in the parliaments of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Saxony. In addition, 
several German football clubs prohibit wearing the 
label in their stadiums. 


In June 2012, eight MPs from the extreme right 
German party, the NPD, were expelled from the state 
parliament in Saxony for wearing Thor Steinar t-shirts. 
Though NPD spokesman Thorsten Thomson 
protested that the shirts are just a “fashion brand", 
the German state nonetheless interprets them as a 
political statement. So too, in the wake of the July 
2011 Norwegian massacre carried out by Anders 
Behring Breivik, Thor Steinar opened a store in 
Chemnitz called Brevik. Thor Steinar state that the 
store is named after the town of the same name in 
the Norwegian state of Telemark and is merely a part 
of their long tradition of naming their stores after 
Norwegian locations. It does seem to be remarkably 
insensitive though at the very least, and, given 
Breivik's position as an extreme right terrorist, telling 
and disturbing at the most. 


Dr Emily Turner-Graham is an independent scholar 
who has written extensively on the extreme right in 
Austria and Germany. Her current book is Never 
forget that you are a German: Die Bruecke, 
“Deutschtum"” and National Socialism in Interwar 
Australia. /t is published by Peter Lang Verlag. 
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ITALY 


Golden Dawn 


By Alfio Bernabei 


DON'T EXPECT AN EXPLOSIVE “Golden Dawn" neo- 
Nazi phenomenon in Italy at the coming general and 
regional elections, with the kind of headlines that came 
out of Greece last year when the far-right party polled 
nearly 7% of the national vote. 


This is not because Italy is immune from its “Golden 
Dawn" trend: rather the opposite. In a different form, 
and without motives related to nationalistic feelings 
exacerbated by economic difficulties, Italy experienced 
the phenomenon way back nearly twenty years ago, 
and on an even grander scale. Since then, the neo- 
Nazi-fascist advance has embedded itself into sections 
of civil society. It has become absorbed into the cultural 
and political landscape of everyday life acquiring a 
degree of normality. 


What we will see at the forthcoming elections is the 
renewal and continuation of a phenomenon that will 
remain in place for the foreseeable future, no matter 
who wins, because it's difficult to see how anyone can 
put a stop to the ongoing rehabilitation of Nazi-fascist 
“heroes” — see the recent memorial dedicated to 
Rodolfo Graziani in the town of Affile — or to the 
activities of neo-Nazi students’ movements, which in 
the past few months have disrupted several schools. 


Part of the problem in Italy now lies in the lack of 
surprise this situation is causing in the vast majority of 
the population and the media. While in Greece the 
sudden appearance and electoral gains of a clearly 
identifiable neo-Nazi monolithic party with its own 
manifesto and recognisable leader, Nikolas 
Michaloliakos, could still produce a sense of shock, 
Italy's case presents a different genesis, a different 
combination of forces and a more varied articulation of 
intents, though its overall effect moves exactly in the 
same direction as its Greek counterpart. 
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The first “Golden Dawn" Italian moment came at the 
1994 election. Silvio Berlusconi's first administration 
brought fascists and racists into both chambers of 
Parliament. One shouldn't forget that the Fascist Party 
(MSI), at the time opportunistically camouflaged as 
National Alliance, led by ex-Black Shirt Gianfranco Fini, 
got 13.4% of the vote, nearly double that which 
Golden Dawn obtained last year in Greece, while the 
racist Northern League won 8.3%. The numbers speak 
for themselves. 


Moreover, there were probably many fascists and 
racists even among those who voted Forza Italia 
(21%), given the favourable comments expressed 
towards Mussolini by the party's founder and leader, 
Berlusconi. Indeed, those election results legitimised 
the process of historical revisionism by presenting the 
acceptable face of fascism to the general public 
through governmental and ministerial support. 


Berlusconi's subsequent two administrations 
consolidated the “Golden Dawn phenomenon". There 
is no need to remind readers of the mood generated 
by the political figures of the time, which contributed 
to acts of violence, including hundreds of assaults 
against immigrants, with some of them being killed. 
There were also attacks on Roma camps with some of 
them being set on fire, there was fingerprinting of 
Roma children, attacks against mosques with pigs 
brought in to desecrate the soil, and the 
encouragement given to the neo-fascist groups while 
Berlusconi was keeping public opinion and the media 
distracted by his corruption and sex scandals. 


Even under the outgoing Monti government the 
“Golden Dawn phenomenon” continued unabated. As 
Searchlight pointed out from the outset, a technocratic 
administration had other priorities than those related to 


culture, education and antifascism. 


The coming election will see the Nazi-fascist vote 
once again split among several parties. The wavering 
contingent broadly sympathetic to fascism will 
comfortably side with Berlusconi or whomever takes 
his place. Others will opt for the Northern League. 
Others still, with what's left of Fini's gang. The more 
openly militant type belonging to movements and 
parties such as Fiamma Tricolore (Tricolour Flame), 
Forza Nuova, CasaPound, and smaller ones such 
as Militia, or indeed the newly formed Golden 
Dawn Italia, will await instructions from their 
respective leaders before they decide how to cast 
their votes. 


Recently CasaPound, now with 18 branches 
throughout the country, flexed its muscles by staging a 
demonstration through the centre of Rome attended 


CasaPound take their militant fascist agenda to the streets of Rome 


by about two thousand of its militants. Its leader, 
Gianluca lannone, stated his intention to run as 
provincial governor for the Lazio Region of which 
Rome is the capital. Another contender for the neo- 
fascist vote in the same region is Francesco Storace, 
who leads La Destra (The Right). Storace sees himself 
as the Italian Le Pen. Among his most vocal supporters 
is Donna Assunta, widow of Giorgio Almirante, one of 
the key figures in the rebirth of the fascist party MSI 
after the Second World War. 


Forza Nuova is likely to run on its own. Because of its 
ultra-catholic stance, its leader, Roberto Fiore, finds it 
difficult to set up alliances with other fascist 
movements. All in all, the reason why there won't be a 
Golden Dawn shock single result is simply because the 
neo Nazi-fascist Italian landscape offers too many 
choices. 
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RUSSIA 


Eighteen killed in racist attacks during 2012 


Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre reviews incidents involving xenophobia and radical 
nationalism in December and looks back at 2012 as a whole. The review is based on 
information gathered in the course of Sova Centre's daily monitoring activities. 


A CENTRAL ASIAN person was killed in St Petersburg 
while a Cameroonian national was beaten in Moscow 
during December, both victims of racist or neo-Nazi 
violence. These incidents bring the total killed in 2012 
as a result of such attacks to 18, according to our 
preliminary data, with at least 171 injured. The attacks 
took place in 30 regions of Russia. In addition, two 
people were the targets of serious death threats that 
could be categorised as xenophobic. 

Moscow continued to lead in violent incidents, with 
three people killed and 64 injured. In the region around 
Moscow, two were killed and 24 injured while two were 
killed and 19 injured in St Petersburg. The Republic of 
Bashkortostan saw 19 people injured in such attacks. 

The main victims of right-wing attack this year were 
members of informal youth groups, of whom one was 
killed and 53 were injured. Other targets were natives 
of the Central Asian states — seven killed, 28 injured; 
natives of the Caucasus — three killed, 14 injured; 
people identified as “non-Slavic” in appearance — one 
killed, 10 injured; and black people — 19 injured. 

This year we recorded 94 incidents of ideologically 
motivated vandalism in 39 regions of Russia. The 
primary targets were Orthodox churches (38 cases), 
other ideological objects (23 cases) and Jehovah's 
Witnesses properties (12 cases). 

The extreme right organised several public events in 
December. On 1 December, a number of Russian cities 
(including Irkutsk, Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod, 
Novosibirsk, Obninsk, Syktyvkar and Volgograd) saw 
pickets and rallies called by advocates for the 
legalisation of handguns. 

In addition to the now annual event in Moscow, far- 
right activists in St Petersburg, Belgorod, Krasnoyarsk, 
Nizhny Novgorod, Novosibirsk and Ryazan took part in 
actions in memory of Egor Sviridov, the Moscow 
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Spartak fan killed in a fight between football fans and 
Caucasian youths on Kronstadtsky Boulevard in 
Moscow in December 2010, as well as rallies “against 
ethnic crime". They were timed to coincide with the 
anniversary of the anti-immigrant riots by right-wing 
extremists on Manezh Square in Moscow in 2010. 
Only the gatherings in St Petersburg and Nizhny 
Novgorod were of any size. 

Nationalists attempted to stage an unsanctioned rally 
called “Manezh 2.0” on Pioneer Square in St 
Petersburg, but the authorities effectively shut it down 
by detaining all those participating. 

They also tried to participate in general anti- 
government events on 15 December in Moscow and St 
Petersburg. In Moscow, Aleksandr Belov and Dmitry 
Demushkin, leaders of the “Russians” movement, 
showed up at a rally on Lubyanka Square. There was for 
all intents and purposes no great nationalist presence at 
the rally, with roughly 30 far-right activists taking part. 

In St Petersburg, 50 to 70 activists, by Sova's count, 
from the far-right National Democrats, Russian 
Imperial Movement (RID) and “Civic Committee” 
gathered at a general opposition rally. Twenty-eight 
nationalists were detained at the march for shouting 
provocative and generally offensive slogans. 

Nationalists have continued to spin violent incidents 
using their “Kondopoga technology” technique, which 
involves adding a racist element to the story surrounding 
a violent incident and disseminating it as indicative of a 
racial issue. This month's most high-profile case was the 
murder of Nikolai Naumenko, a resident of 
Nevinnomyssk, in Stavropol Krai. Naumenko was killed 
by a Chechen, Viskhanom Akayev, on the night of 6 
December in a brawl at a local bar. The murder spurred 
“peoples’ gatherings” on 15 and 22 December, 
organised by ultra-right radicals, among others. 


Aleksandr Belov (left) and Dmitry Demushkin, leaders of the ultra-nationalist 
"Russians" movement 


Nationalists also participated in a student strike at the 
Russian Trade and Economic University (RGTEU). The 
university had been merged with Plekhanov Russian 
University of Economics, resulting in the dismissal of 
the RGTEU's rector Sergei Baburin, who also serves as 
the head of the Russian National Union (ROS). 
Baburin's firing prompted a strike led by teacher- 
graduate student Ivan Moronov, who is also an ROS 
leader. Mironov was also dismissed from the university. 

December 2012 saw at least three trials on charges 
of racist violence, in the Nizhny Novgorod region, 
North Ossetia and the Komi Republic. Nine people 
were convicted as a result. 

For 2012 in total, at least 28 rulings involving violence 
with a hate motive led to the conviction of 74 people in 
22 regions of Russia. Four of the convicted are exempt 
from punishment for various reasons, while nine received 
suspended sentences without additional penalties. 

Seven people were sentenced in seven regions of 
the country for xenophobic propaganda in December 
2012. One received a suspended sentence, two were 
released from punishment due to an expired statute of 
limitations, and the rest were given non-custodial 
sentences. 

For the year in total, Russian courts convicted 106 
people in 86 cases of propaganda under Article 282 
(incitement to hatred) and Article 280 (public appeals 
for extremist activity. Thirteen convictions led to 
suspended sentences, and 15 to deprivation of liberty. 
The vast majority of those remaining were sent to 


prison on aggregate charges, many of them including 
violent crimes. Of these, only Article 280 (without 
Article 282) was used, in penalties against four people. 
We remind readers that these numbers include only 
sentences we believe to have been issued by way of a 
legitimate use of Russian law. 

In 2012 as a whole, Russian courts used Article 282.1, 
the organisation of or participation in an extremist 
group, in three legitimate convictions in Krasnodarsk, 
Moscow and the Novosibirsk region. An ideological 
leader of the Northern Brotherhood and activists with 
the “Spiritual-Racial Power Rus" were convicted. 

Additionally, one sentence for vandalism motivated 
by hatred (Article 214, Part 2) was issued to a single 
individual. The total tally for similar crimes in 2012 
shows at least five indictments against seven people in 
five regions of the country. 

This December the Federal List of Extremist Materials 
was expanded five times - on December 7, 11, 14, 20 
and 26. Entries 1540-1589 were added. 

Overall for 2012, the list was updated 65 times, 
growing from 1,066 to 1,589 entries. Entry 1357, 
added accidentally to the wrong list, was removed 
without saving the numbering. As of 30 December 
2012, the list includes 38 “zeroed” items, meaning 
those removed with the numbering being saved. Five 
were removed as duplicative, while the remaining 33 
were removed because of the cancellation of some 
materials’ status as extremist. Fifty-three positions on 
the list reflect duplicative judgments (not considering 
those containing the same text with differing output 
data), and one entry is a repeat of another judgment 
already included on the list. 

Two groups were classified as extremist under Russian 
law in 2012. The international Blood and Honour / 
Combat 18 group was added to the Federal List of 
Extremist Organisations on the Ministry of Justice's 
website, while the Northern Brotherhood has not yet 
been listed there. Thus, as of 30 December 2012, the 
list includes 29 organisations (not including the 19 
classified as terrorist) whose activities are prohibited by 
a court ruling, with the continuation of their activities 
being punishable under Article 282.2 of the Criminal 
Code, the organisation of an extremist group. 
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Year in review: Kluxers, 
neo- and Tea Partiers 


By Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart 


Institute for Research & Education on Human Rights 


THE YEAR BEGAN with whimpers from white nationalists 
about the decay of their supposed civilisation. And it ended 
with a bang from gunners screaming about their rights 
after yet another mass shooting at a Connecticut 
elementary school. Election year events dominated the ebb 
and flow of the far right, the racists and the bigots. In 
between, skinheads and assorted Aryan-types were 
arrested and convicted in multiple instances of horrific 
violence. 

On 5 August 2012, members of the Sikh Temple of 
Wisconsin were preparing a meal and readying for the 
day's children's classes when a heavily tattooed man in a 
white t-shirt burst into the Oak Creek temple, pulled out a 
9mm semi-automatic pistol and started firing. The attacker 
killed six people before engaging in a fire fight with local 
law enforcement when they arrived on the scene. After 
being hit by police, the gunman shot himself in the head. 
The killer was Wade Michael Page, a white power musician 
and “fully patched" member of the white power skinhead 
crew, the Hammerskins. 

On 24 February, after a multi-year investigation, Dennis 
Mahon was convicted of sending a mail bomb in 2004 that 
severely injured an Arizona diversity officer and hurt two 
others. Mahon, a one-time state leader in Thom Robb's 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and then a secondary tier 
loudmouth in Tom Metzger's White Aryan Resistance 
(WAR), was later sentenced to 40 years in prison. WAR 
once commanded the loyalty of legions of white power 
skinheads in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

In March, Alaska police arrested serial killer Israel Keyes. 
Before committing suicide in prison, Keyes confessed to 
several murders, bank robberies and other crimes. Keyes 
had attended a racist and antisemitic Christian Identity 
church with white nationalist killers Chevie and Shane 
Kehoe while growing up in rural Washington State. 

Also in March, a former member of the National Social 
Movement and his cohort in the embryonic “Aryan 
Liberation Movement" were arrested on drugs and 
firearms charges after a terrorism task force uncovered 
their plot to attack the Mexican Consulate and commit 
violence against minorities and the government. 


32 | Searchlight | January 2013 


That same month, a white power skinhead in Washington 
State pleaded guilty to a brutal 2011 west coast killing spree. 
In September 2011, he and his girlfriend were arrested 
after a multistate crime rampage to “purify” and “preserve” 
the “white race”. The pair robbed their victims to finance 
the campaign, stole their cars to escape and murdered 
them to eliminate witnesses and avoid capture. They also 
targeted Jewish leaders and members of prominent Jewish 
organisations as potential targets for elimination. 
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In May, J.T. Ready, a former member of the National 
Socialist Movement who became an anti-immigrant border 
vigilante, murdered four people (including a 15-month-old 
baby girl) then shot himself to death in Arizona. Chemicals 
and “military grade munitions" were discovered at the 
gruesome scene. 

Also in May, as Searchlight previously reported, 11 
members in Florida of American Front, led by former 
Hammerskins member Marcus Faella, were arrested on 
weapons, conspiracy and hate crimes felonies. American 
Front and Hammerskin Nation are both white power 
skinhead organisations with long pedigrees of murder and 
mayhem, As Searchlight went to press, they were awaiting 
trial. 

In June, a jury convicted two Alaska militia leaders of 
conspiracy to murder a judge and law enforcement 
officials. It was one of several cases involving militia 
members in 2012. A self-proclaimed member of the 
Southern Nevada Militia was arrested on firearms and 
explosives charges when authorities uncovered his plans to 
“conduct mass killings” and “shoot people on the Las 
Vegas strip”. Members of a Georgia militia group were 
arrested in a case that involves drugs, burglaries, murder 
and a plot to take over a military base, poison apple crops 
and blow up a dam. 

In September, a white nationalist with the word “NAZI” 
tattooed on the fingers of his left hand and “HATE” on his 
right calf used a knife to murder a man in Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. 

In October, Kyle Allan Batt, a tattooed white supremacist 
with ties to the Hammerskins, was arrested in Idaho after 
shooting two sheriff's deputies. Just 17 days before the 
deputies were shot, the Hammerskins held their 2012 
“Hammerfest” concert in the area. 


National Socialist Movement still a problem 

The National Socialist Movement (NSM) survived and even 
thrived in 2012. Its membership has continued to grow 
incrementally, and in 2012 it began to absorb smaller, less 
stable national socialist groups. It has also developed a 
following among motorcycle gangs. The NSM's mini- 
fiuhrer, Jeff Schoep, claims that the organisation has 
purchased land in North Dakota and is looking for 
someone to work it. The operating ideology continues to 
be derivative, and without any of the flair that William 
Pierce added to old Nazi ideas. Similarly, it follows rather 
than leads the issue flow in the white nationalist world 
around it. For example, it picked up anti-immigrant topics 
years after other white-ists began targeting the brown- 
skinned, Spanish-speaking labourers seeking work. Despite 
being late to immigrant-bashing, it is fervid, and continued 


to mount its own border patrols at different points in 2012. 


The NSM has a stable internal structure and will likely to 
continue to grow. And the organisation remains a cesspool 


National Socialist Movement leader Jeff Schoep 


for violence-prone characters, such as those described 
above. Rallies in small towns and medium-sized cities are 
still the NSM's primary mode of operation. 

Opponents should note that its leadership looks forward 
to public opposition on the street. “One of the points to 
any rally is to draw protesters and demonstrate to the 
public what the opposition sounds like and looks like. This 
has always been one of the most effective means of 
gathering support.” 

In a couple of instances these public rallies have included 
some of the newer Klan organisations that have been 
popping up in the South and Mid-South. 


Number of Klan groups growing again 

The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, created by David Duke in 
1973 and captained by men (and they were all men) who 
would become leading lights of the white supremacist 
movement for the next two decades, is now barely a 
shadow of its former self. In the hands of Thom Robb's 
family, nestled away in the north Arkansas hills, it publishes 
a website, a newsletter and an occasional tabloid; it holds 
periodic gatherings and provides something of an income 
for the Robbs. As such it has left a vacuum among 
wannabe Kluxers. And a host of smaller, independent Klans 
have grown up to fill the void. 

The Georgia “realm" of the International Keystone 
Knights was fairly active, and last June managed to get the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) to file suit to protect 
its right to collect trash along the Appalachia Highway in 
North Georgia and have its name on a marker. In 2012, the 
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Loyal White Knights, a splinter group based in North 
Carolina, held several poorly attended but highly costumed 
rallies in Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. The rally in 
Virginia was held in memory of the racist killer Wade 
Michael Page, mentioned above. The Loyal Knights also 
attended a relatively successful joint event with the NSM in 
Frankfort, Kentucky. 

By contrast, the Southern Alliance of Klans, led by 
Georgia Knights Riders Wizard Jeff Jones, adopted a policy 
of non-cooperation with neo-Nazis, skinheads and others 
they deemed to be “White Nationalists". The Knights 
Riders seem to be the largest faction in this Alliance, but 
the North Louisiana and the Mississippi White Knights are 
also in this grouping. The latter appeared to be big enough 
to suffer a split in August between its main body and the 
North Mississippi White Knights, led by a relatively young 
and aggressive Steven Howard. 

Klan concentrations have also re-emerged in Alabama, 
Tennessee and elsewhere. Altogether the Southern Poverty 
Law Center estimates that the membership stands at about 
6,000. As the year ended and a new one began, these Klan 
groups — much like the NSM — are outgrowths, secondary 
symptoms of the racial polarisation at the centre of 
American life. And much like the NSM, they are certain to 
become sources for future violence. 


The Council of Conservative Citizens, American 
Renaissance, Occidental Dissent complex 

Like the NSM and the Klan groups, this multi- 
organisational complex has made incremental gains over 
the past year. American Renaissance, however, has 
discontinued print publication of its monthly bulletin. While 
its annual conferences continue, they suffer from lower 
attendance, as Searchlight has previously reported, and the 
open split between Taylor and the upfront antisemites that 
populate most of the white nationalist movement. Further, 
mainstream conservatives, such as those at National 
Review magazine, no longer quietly accept Taylor's 
scientific racism as part of their political milieu. 

The Council — which is the membership organisation at 
the centre of this — continues to miss Sam Francis’ input, 
and still lacks a strategic vision. Nevertheless, it continues 
to have capable mid-level leaders, particularly in the 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama region. It has also 
started to attract a younger set of members. While its 
leadership position in the movement as a whole remains, 
this state is more the result of inertia rather than any grand 
new initiative. But its participation in the Tea Party 
movement enables it to maintain a stable periphery in 
some locations. 


Tea Party movement grows South 

Unlike the Klan, neo-Nazis and other white nationalists, 
the Tea Party movement's racism is covert rather than 
overt, but it is full of white resentment at the black 
president and black people. And it continued to grow in 
2012, particularly in the South. 
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Growth of the Tea Party 


Region YEAR 


Midwest 


Northeast 


South 


The Tea Partiers also had an outsized impact on the 
election cycle: knocking out Republican regulars like Sen. 
Richard Lugar in an Indiana primary election, fielding a 
team of challengers in Republican congressional contests, 
and effectively taking control of several state legislatures. 

Entering 2012, the Tea Party Caucus had 59 members in 
the House of Representatives. Before the November 
election, two members retired, two lost in primaries and 
one left to become governor of Indiana. Of the 52 
remaining, 48 won re-election — a 92% win rate. 

Incumbency was extremely helpful to Tea Party endorsed 
candidates, a broader group than just members of the 
caucus. The FreedomWorks for America Super PAC 
endorsed 86 candidates: 66 won and 20 lost. 

Tea Party endorsed candidates had more trouble in 
statewide races this year, but did very well in 
gerrymandered House districts. This year all the national 
Tea Party groups endorsed a total of 83 candidates: 67 
won, and 16 lost. The 2012 winning percentage in the 
House of over 80% was even higher than in 2010. 

None of the four members of the Senate Tea Party 
Caucus were up for re-election in 2012, and Tea Party- 
endorsed candidates for the Senate fared even worse in 
2012 than they did in 2010. This year, national Tea Party 
groups and their PACs endorsed 13 candidates. Eleven lost. 


Steve Stockman, again 

Steve Stockman, a poster boy congressman for the militia 
in the 1990s, is rejoining the House of Representatives 
after a 16-year hiatus. Stockman defeated two opponents 
with more money in the Republican primaries for Texas's 
36th congressional district, and then won the November 
contest with 71.8% of the vote. He was endorsed by 
former Texas Congressman Dick Armey's FreedomWorks 
Tea Party faction along the way. 

Stockman was last elected to congress in 1994, in the 
Gingrich-led Republican takeover of congress. During that 
period he was known as a religious conservative opposed 
to abortion rights, and a fierce advocate of gun rights and 
friend of the militia movement. Congressman Stockman 
wrote a conspiracy-besotted article for Guns & Ammo 
magazine in June 1995, after the error-ridden BATF 
(Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives) and 
then FBI siege of the Branch Davidian compound in Waco 
Texas. Stockman argued that “Waco was supposed to be a 
way for the ... Clinton Administration to prove the need 
for a ban on so-called assault weapons”. He added, “Bill 
Clinton and the gun-control lobby were not unhappy with 


the fiery end of the siege at Waco. Waco was to be a 
lesson to gun owners all over America." (Hon Steve 
Stockman “Congressman Stockman Assaults the ‘Assault 
Weapons’ Ban", Guns & Ammo, June 1995, p26) 

Similarly, Stockman’s friendship for gun advocates and 
the militias became a point of controversy after the 
murderous bombing of the Oklahoma City federal building 
in April 1995. In March, at the behest of gun lobby groups, 
he wrote a letter to Attorney General Janet Reno inquiring 
about any planned “paramilitary-style attack against 
Americans". Then on 19 April, the day of the bombing, 
Stockman received a fax from a militia follower about an 
hour after the bombing that contained the message: “First 
update. Bldg 7 to 10 floors only. Military people on scene- 
BATF/FBI. Bomb threat received last week. Perpetrator 
unknown this time. Oklahoma." Stockman's office sent 
the fax immediately to the National Rifle Association, but it 
took over two hours to send it to the FBI. 

In addition to his anti-choice, guns and militia politics, 
Stockman was also active in anti-immigrant causes. In May 
1995, Congressman Stockman introduced a proposal to 
amend the constitution, H. J. Res. 87, calling for an end to 
birthright citizenship. Initial co-sponsors of that measure 
included Cong. Helen Chenoweth (Republican, Idaho), 
another militia advocate in the House of Representatives at 
that time. 

Stockman's 2012 endorsers represent these passions 
from the mid-1990s: former Cong. Tom Tancredo, an anti- 


National Socialist Movement and Ku Klux Klan group hold joint event in Kentucky 


immigrant voice from Colorado, four gun groups (including 
Gun Owners of America), the 2008 Constitution Party 
presidential candidate Chuck Baldwin, and a host of others 
from the far right. The Tea Party caucus in Congress will be 
tame stuff for Stockman and his endorsement by 
FreedomWorks signals a further radicalisation in Tea Party 
ranks. 


The most important news bit in 2012 

The combination of all the calumny heaped on President 
Barack Obama by the Tea Parties, the Kluxers and the 
white nationalists has resulted in a deterioration along the 
racial fault line in American life. In October, Associated 
Press released a poll which stated the painfully obvious 
truth: racial attitudes among white people have worsened 
during the President's term. 

According to AP, “In all, 51% of (white) Americans now 
express explicit anti-black attitudes, compared with 48% in 
a 2008 survey. When measured by an implicit racial 
attitudes test, the number of Americans with anti-black 
sentiments jumped to 56%, up from 49%." 

Say what you will about President Obama's foreign 
policy, his domestic and economic policy or anything else. 
For too many people it boils down to one thing: he broke 
the white monopoly on the presidency. And that is the sea 
that all these white nationalists swim in. And it is a danger 
that most human rights advocates do not want to 
recognise quite yet. 
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By Daphne Liddle 


PRIME MINISTER David Cameron on 19 November 
announced that the surviving veterans of the Arctic 
Convoys of the Second World War are, at last, to 
receive campaign medals. Thousands of men in the 
Merchant Navy and the Royal Navy braved the 
most awful conditions as they took essential war 
supplies to the Soviet Union's northern ports at 
Murmansk and Archangel. 


On the journey they faced the worst possible 
weather conditions: icy seas and storms that 
rendered the superstructure of the ships thickly 
covered in ice, which had to be cut away with axes 
before the ships became top-heavy with it. In 
addition, as they made their way past the coast of 
Nazi-occupied Norway, they faced air raids, 
attacks from German battleships such as Tirpitz 
and Scharnhorst and the ever-present packs of U- 
boat submarines. Winston Churchill described it as 


the worst journey in the world. i ba 


And it cost many lives: more than 3,000 seamen Arctic Convey veterans in their white berets at their annual Remembrance Day parade on 
: ‘ ‘ i 11 November 2011 are joined by Councillor Althea Smith, Mayor of Southwark 
were killed during 78 convoys that delivered four 
million tons of cargo. Eighty-five merchant ships and 16 Royal Navy vessels were destroyed. It is thought 66,500 
men sailed on the convoys, but only a few hundred of them are alive today. 


Those arriving in the Soviet ports in autumn had to stay for months as the seas froze during the winter before 
they could make the return journey. The local residents gave them all the hospitality they could muster in those 
desperate dark days of the war and friendships grew up based on mutual respect and comradeship. 


After the war the Soviet Union was quick to recognise and reward their heroism and the sailors were happy to 
receive Soviet medals. But by then the Cold War was starting to bite. The sailors did not know at the time but it is 
technically illegal for serving members of the armed services and the Merchant Navy to receive medals from a 
foreign power without permission of the King or Queen. 


The Government did not dare to criticise these heroes openly so they were simply ignored and forgotten, while 
those who served in other arenas of the war were given medals. The North Atlantic Medal, given to sailors who 
braved the Atlantic crossings to bring vital supplies from the United States, was specifically for journeys of six 
weeks and over — thereby excluding the Arctic Convoy sailors. 


Since then there has been a long-running campaign to bring proper recognition from the British government for 
these heroes. And in the meantime the Soviet Union, and since 1990 the government of Russia, have honoured 
these men many times, with medals, visits and memorials. 


In south London, at the Soviet War Memorial in Geraldine Mary Harmsworth Park, veterans of the Artic 
Convoys, with their distinctive white berets, parade three times a year: 27 January for Holocaust Memorial Day; 9 
' 7: — May for Victory Day and 11 November for 

Ca Remembrance Day. 


But as the years pass the numbers of white berets on 
parade dwindles. Those who survive have heard many 
promises before, especially in the run-up to general 
elections, that a new government will finally grant them 
their campaign medals. 


Cameron's promise is good news to their ears, albeit 
terribly belated. Even so, they will still have to wait several 
months while the Government works out the exact terms 
for qualification for the medal, the Arctic Convoy Star. 
And in that time the handful who are still left will probably 
dwindle even further — heroes who have been cheated of 
recognition by political issues beyond their control. 


Stanley Ballard, secretary of the Russian Convoy club 


